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A Diſcourſe of V Varre, 


Chapter r. 


Whether it bee lawtull for a Chriſtian Prince, or Magiſ- 


trate to make warre. 


F- El menare not of opinion, that the 
85 8 | N Chꝛiſtian Pꝛince, oꝛ ciuill Magiſtrate 
q map warre with a ſafe conſcience a- 
giainſt the enempes of his eſtate, oꝛ of 
the Cburch. But 3 hold the contrarp, 
and pꝛoue it by ſire reaſons, | 
The firff reaſon fs, becauſe God 
— D hath ſo expꝛeſly commaunded. And 


the Lo2dſprke vnto Moyles, ſaping: Auenge the childꝛen of Num. 31. 


Aſraell vppon the Madianites, and afterward thou ſhalt ber 


bꝛeught againe to thy people; then ſpake Moyſes vnto the 


people ſaving 2 arme ſome of you vnto the warre , and ſet vp⸗ 
pon Badian, andauznae the quarrel ofthe Loꝛd vppon him. 
Pon ſhall ſend to the warre a thouſand of euery Tribe, out of 
euery Tribe of Jſracll, xc. 

The ſecond reaſon is, becanſe God himſelle hath at ſundꝛy 
times counſelled, and taught bis ſeruantes, how they ought ta 
gouerne themſelues in warre. Deut. 2 O. 1. & 23. 14. 2 Chr, 
20. 16. 

Tze third reaſon is, becauſe God himſelle in holy wat is 
called the God of Hoſtes: and the Lord God of battels, 
Likewiſe, that iuſt warres are called the battels of God, 


- 


- — — 


17 } 0 

= \ If 
III. — 18 
Exod. 15.3. '| +4} 


2. Chr,20, 


The fourth realon is, becauſe may Kinges and Pzinces | 
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2 A Diſcourſe 


are highly commended in holy wzitt, fo2 that they had warred 
Gen.14- yaliantly againſt their enemies. Abraham with a little band 
"XY of men warred againſt foure tirannous kinges, whom he diſ⸗ 
comfited, and ſo by that meanes reconeredhis couſin Lot, and 
all his wines,ſcruantes, gods and cattels, that they had taken 
from him in pillage, thanking God the giuer ol ſo great a vic⸗ 
toꝛp. 
Tioyſes and Io ſua haue ſo hotly purſited the warres, and 
Nom 31.1, in ſo gov carneff, that without any compariſon in courage 
Tof. x. 2. 3. nd valoure there haue neuer bin found any able to ouermatch 
&c. them. | 
Ionathan ſonne of King Saul was a mighty and valiant 
1Sam.14.1- Captaine , and a man fearing God, as ſignably he ſhewed bp 
the great ouerth2ow he gaue to the Philiſtines. | 
Joſ 7. Gedeon hath bin a man not of the leaſt renowne foz mar⸗ 
tiall affaires. 
; But amongſt the moſt famous warriers that euer were, 
2 54. 5. 10. Dauid hath bin one of the moſt excellent and moſt remar⸗ 
. gueable: be ſubdued in warre the Philiſtines, the Sirians, and 
many other nations and peoples. 
v. The fift reaſon is, becauſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt and his Diſciples 
haue allowed the warre. Marcion affirmed that in the newe 
Allpance, that is to ſay, in the Goſpell, all warres ere pꝛohibi⸗ 
ted, and that it is not lawfu! foꝛ any Chaiſfian to wage warre, 
Mat. 2 6,52 becauſe our Sauiour Chꝛiſt ſaid vito S. Peter: Put vp thy 
ſxord into thy theath: for whoſocuer ſhall ſmite with 
the ſword , ſhall periſh with the ſword, But J anſwere, 
that this ſaping of our Sauiour is to be vnderſtod of particu⸗ 
lar reuenge , as by and by wee will declare moze at large, Foz 
as touching the rcft that Jeſus and his Diſciples, haue at no 
time pꝛohibited lawfull and tuft warres, it appeareth by theſe 
Luk. 7. 8. Places of holy Scripturcs , The Centurion ſapd vnto Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt: Jam a man fet vnder the power of another man, and 
J haue vnder me Soldiers, and J ſap vnto one goe, and he go⸗ 
eth: and to another come, and her commeth. To whom 
"Chalk anſwered not, that he ſhould foꝛſake and leaue quiteall 
waeren but commening him, heelap tothe mine 
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of chriſtian Warre. 3 
fyat followed him; I ſay vato you, I haue not found fo great 
fayth not in Iſraell. 8 

The Souldiers demaunded Iolm Baptiſt, ſaping: and we, 
what thall we dee? Iohn ſaid not vnto them: lay down pour 
armes, ſoꝛſake this warfaring, foꝛ it diſpleaſeth God: but her 
told them plainly what they ſhould do. Hurt no man, nether 
trouble any man wrongfully , and be content with your 
wages. 

Saint Peter baptiſed Cornelius the Centurion of the band AA. rs. 
of Italians, who was the firſt fruites of the Gentils ; and ne⸗ 
uer exhoꝛted him to leaue his charge. | 

The Apoſtle to the Hebꝛz. pzaiſeth thoſe captaines and Heb. 11.23. 
guides of warre, who by faith haue cncormtcred with foꝛces of 
fozraine kingdomes, aud haue behaued themſelues valiantly in 
fight repulling ſtrangers encroching on their territoꝛpes. 

The fixt reaſon is grounded on the law of armes, and the VI. 
lawfull ve of the ſwoꝛd: loꝛ the Pzince beareth not the ſwoꝛd Row. 13.4. 
in vaine, ſaith S. Paul, becauſe he is the ſeruant of God, foz 
the ſategard of the god, and the puniſhment of the wicked. 

ow tit be lawfull fo a pꝛince to puniſh a ĩmall number of 
offenders, by a ſmall number of his ſeruants and officers : why 
ſhall it not be lawſiull foꝛ him, to puniſh a muttitude by a grea⸗ 
ter munber, when necellity ſhall vꝛge him thereunto? 

It is then apparant by thele ſire reaſons, which J haue al⸗ 


Luk. 3.14, 


ledged, that it is lawfull foz chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces and Pagiftrates 


to wage warre when necellity ſhall require. And that which 
the Anabaptiſtes reply to the contrarp, is moſt friuolous and 
of no foꝛce. Sap they, it is wꝛitten in the law of God, Thou 
ſhalt not kili: and in the Goſpell. Reſiſt not euill. And ſo he 
likewiſe Chailt ſaid to ſaint Peter, Put vp thy ſword into Mar 
thy ſheath : for whoſocuer ſhall ſmite with the fworde, 
ſhall periſh with the ſword. J anſwere by theſe wo2des of 
our Sauiour , pꝛiuate renenge is fozbidden, and not publike 
reuenge, which is executed by the magiſtrac,accozzing to law, 
by the comm aundement of God. Fo2 ſithens pꝛiuate men haue 
not receaued the ſwoꝛd from God, if they take it in hand to vie 
it, and ſtrike, hauing no r from their ſaperigur , they 
i £ Þ are 
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A Diſcourſe 

are :p/o facto (editions perfans, fo? ſo ſaith the Law, albeit the 
cauſe ſeeme inſt. But when the Pꝛince delincrcth ouer the 
ſwo2d, which God hath ginen into his hand to di poſe, it is an 
other thing. Foz if he cauſe the offender to die, be it vppon a 
gibbet by ſentence ofa Judge, be it in warres, it is not he, to 
ſpeake pꝛoperly, who doth this execution, but it is God him; 
felfe who doth it, by the ſwoꝛd which he hath committed into 
his hande, as vnto bis L ieuetenant, and that accoꝛding to 
taw and right. Pꝛouided neuertheleſſe, that the pꝛince oꝛ ma⸗ 
giſtrate execute iuſtice, as becommeth the ſeruant of God, 
witizout any pꝛiuate grudge oꝛ pꝛetente of reuenge. Fo2 ſo he 
himſelfe ſhould alſo be a murtherer, and ſhould tranſgrefle the 
commaundement of God, Now let vs pꝛoccede to declare the 
cauſrs of warre, 


Chapter 2, 


Of the cauſes that may moue a chriſtian Prince or Mas 
giſtrate to make warre. 


— E firft that thou haue perfect knowledge ol 
Ay {dl that which thou doeſt enterpꝛiſe ( ſaid Bias 
2-7 Cone of the 7.ſages ) and then put thy ſelle in 
N. pꝛadiiſe to effect it. And inderd a man ought 
8 Z) Andct to vndertake any action vnlt lle god and 
Ss lawfail occafions moue him thereunto: os 
therwiſe God bꝛeatheth out his anger vp; 
on the action, and giueth it his malediction. If then chꝛiſtian 
pꝛinces oʒ magiſtrates will vndertake warre vpon ſome hope 
conceiued of god ſueceſſe, the cauſes thereol muſt be ſet downe 
befo2e hand to be iff and lawſull. The cauſcs then are two 
that may moue vnto warre. One, that reſpeceth the gods of 
this world, and the naturall lite of man: and this is ol two 
ſoꝛtes. 
Firft when it commeth to the point of repulfing the violeco 
and imurp ol tyꝛants that giue the onſet: [02 if it cannot bes 
£3 deed 
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denyed, but by the law ol Gad and man it is tollerable fo2 in- 

nocency to defend it ſeike by ſome means when it is inturied £ 

outraged, and that nature hath nat in vaine graftedin the . Or 
hartes ofalliuing creatures a deſire to pꝛeſerue and maintane Vu 
their liues and gods: duo will then deny that it is lawfull 

fo2 a Pꝛince to take armes and to goe to the ficld to defend his 

(ſtate, and to kepe his {tots from the fury ofthe inuaders: Nom 1 
Moy ſes giueth a very goderampte hereof, fighting againſt p „ 53. 
Cananeans, and againſt Ogg the king ol Baſan, who had al⸗ 

ſailed the Jſraelites. 

Ling Ioſaphat giueth vs allo an example, giuing battell a- 2. Chr. 20.1. 
gainſt the Ammonites and the Moabites, wha were iſſued 
out to ſet vpon him. 

Dauid leſt vs alſo a notable example , repulſing the Spꝛi⸗ 2. Sam. 194 
ans which warred on hun. And his owne ſonne Abſalom, 4 
who was vp in armes againſt him with his men ol warre vsß , 
the aduile and eaunſaile of Achitophel. 

But beſt woꝛthy to be marked is this: Dauid hearing and 
knowing that the Amalechites had burned Siceleg, and taken 
his wines that were there pꝛiſoners away with them, aſned 
counſaile of the Loꝛd, if he ſhould purſue the army ol the Ama- 
lechites : And the Lo2d anſwered him that be ſhould, and he 
toke foure hundꝛed men with him, and ſo purſued his enemies, 
till at the laſt he vanquiſhed and viſcomfited them, and recoue⸗ 
red all that they had carr ved away befoꝛe. 

Sccondly, when it commeth to the pinch ol reliening thoſs 
that are allyed and haue concluded ſome league of amity with 
vs being wꝛongſully oppꝛelſed: Foꝛ Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces map 
conciude allyance with their next neighbour Nations , ſs that 
nothing bee done againſt the hons2 of God. Some one will 
ſay, that the boꝛnes and iuriſdictions are diſfnct,and that it is 
againſt ali right to inuade one another. 

J anſwere that inderd it is ill done to incroch one vppon an⸗ 
other, when inuaſſon is pꝛetended to each others territsꝛies 
(and as did the Arbitratour ol whom Cicero maketh menti- O8. 
on) to appꝛopꝛiat to himſelſe that, which is vet in controuerſie. 

But here the caſe ſtandeth r when it commeth to the 
3 puty 


t. Sam. o. i 


51 6 A Diſcourſe 

5 pulh, to fmuade ard encrach vppon others, to defend the right 

v of thoſe that are alliauced and contederatc vnto vs. 
Keb So it was that Ioſuah hauing concluded a peace, and be⸗ 
1 ö png allianced with the Gabaomts , gane them aid againſt the 
| ö fine Kings, which warred vpon them, in ſo much that hee rats 
0 ſed the ſiege from belsꝛe Gabaon , and diſconited the fine 

Kings. 

„ Sam. 11.1. So it was that Saul i lieued the towne of Iubes aſſieged 
by Naas the Ammonite, noſt cruell and tyꝛannous Pꝛince: 
in ſo much, that Saul ca; ied along thether by the ſpirit of 

| God, cauſed #*-%s y 4g bee raiſed, and put to flight all the 
4218 Ammonites. 
| Gen. 14.14 So it was that Abraham, the lather af the faithfall, cau⸗ 
| ſed th2& hrnd2ed and efghteene of his owne ſeruantes bo2ne in 
his owne houſe, to be armed and ſet in oꝛder to fight to aid his 
nephew Lott, and to take him by foꝛce out of the handes of 
his ennemies, who had taken him pꝛiſener, and carried him 
and all his ſubſtance away with them. 
a cauſe. The ſetond cauſe why chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces may warre, con⸗ 
cerneth Religion: fo2 they decctue themſelues, that ſap no 
| warre may be waged fo2 the maintenance of Chꝛiſtian Reli- 
gion. True it is, that the Church doth not vſe to bee te fo2- 
k ward and oucrhafty in taking armes: but ſoit is, that it may 
luſtly bee defended and pꝛeſerued by the meanes ol armes. 
Then it follsweth, that pꝛinces and chꝛiſt ian magiſtrates 
may wage warre. Firſt againſt Apoſtatates, that fall from 
the faith. 
Deut 13. There is an expꝛeſſe commaundement giuen from God, 
touching this, that what towne ſoeuer ſhall reuolt from him 
and from his ſeruice, ſhalbe aſlailed by warre, and ifit continue 
rebell and obſtinate, then to be razcd. But in the third chap⸗ 
ter wee will thzoughly diſcuſſe this point, and ſhew how far 
| Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces and magiſtrates map conſtraine their he⸗ 
| reticall ſubiectes hy lawfuli warre. 
4738 N Secondly, chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces may war foꝛ the defence ot the 
4 ; Church, when a P2ince being ennemie of God and an Ido⸗ 
ie later would offer violence + oppꝛeſſe it, ts the end to eſta blich 
Bat a 


*. — Ov . % —_ 
X — —-—t— 9 rnd god 


of chriſtian Warre. 7 
a fained religion, and to ſupp2elſe the truth. Fo God hath gi⸗ 
nen it them in charge, and made a concnant with them, en⸗ 
tliorning them to mamtaine it, and to haue great care there- 
; of, and not onely cf ſcine particular members: but of all 
1 the whole and entier bodie thereof. Foz it is but one called by 


py FO —_— 
EY * 


|: the name of Catholike oꝛ vmuerſall: as alſo in old time there 
3 was in Jeruſalem , but one temple , a figure and tipe of ths 
E: ſame Church. 

$ When chifttan kinges are conſecrated they pꝛomiſe and 
ſweare ſolemnly, faithfully to protect this Church, and to ems 
ploy the tempoꝛall ſwoꝛd which is there ginen them fo2 the 
ſafegard and befence thereof, And foz the ſame effec hauing the 
ſame ſwoꝛd in their hands, they turne themſelues to the foure 
toꝛners of the woꝛld: towards the Eaſt, the cMeſt, the No2th 
and South, there vowing ſolemnly to perfo2me the ſayd pꝛo⸗ 
mis. By which ceremonie they ble fo fignifp , that they take 
there into their p2otection and ſafegard the vniuerſal Church, 
foꝛ as much as in them lpcth ts do, againſt all thoſe that would 
vndertake to aſſule and o3p2eſſe the ſame . This is to be vn⸗ 
derſtod of the true Church, nonob ſtaut the abule vſed vnder 
the popilh empire. 

Alſo all Ringes and chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces are, oꝛ onght to bee 
members of this Church. Therefoze thep haue this intereit᷑ 
therein, ſo that thep are bound in conſcience to pꝛeſerue it ſafe 
and in god eſtate, and to kerpe it from all danger. The Pilote 
that is on the ſea in his ſhip, ought to ſtand in feare of ſhip⸗ 
wꝛacke, becauſe he is in ieopardy as well as the reſt. The gas 
uerndur al a Citty ought to feare the ſurpꝛiſing of the ſame, 
becauſe he is in as great danger as the reſt of the citizens. 0 

ziſti an Ringes and Pꝛinces, and all Magiſtrates honoured 
foʒ the true knowledge or Gad, ought greatly to feare the ru⸗ 
ine of the Church ol God, foz if it be ruined, with it they muſt 
nedes bc ruined alſo, 

But eſpecially they ought to vphold it, becauſe they are the Iſa. 4 9.23. 
tutoꝛs and gardians thereof; becauſe they are the ſeruantes Rom. 13. 4 
of God: becauſe the two tables of the law haue bin deliuered Deut 17. 4:18 
ints their handes, becauſe that to thembelongeth the care, not 1 ; 41:48 
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onely of the hanelf demeanour thereof , but alſo of the zeale & 
godlines, as ſaitt the holy ſcripture. 

When y pꝛophet Aggeus erhoztcth the Jewes, after their 
comming backe from Babilon,toreedify the Temple of God, 
be addꝛeſſeth not himſelfe onelv to the people and to their 
pꝛieſtes, but alſo vnto Zorobabeil the chicte rulcr of Fudaz 
which ſheweth euidently that not onely pꝛiuate mien and mi⸗ 
niſters ought to do, as much as lyeth in thein, fez the edifping 
and pꝛeſeruing of the Church, but alſo all chꝛiſtian pꝛinces 
magiſtrates whatſoeuer. The pꝛiuate men foz their part 
ought to take heede, that they be true members ol this church, 
The miniſters, that thep exhoꝛt both pꝛiuate men and magi⸗ 
ſtrates truely and ſincerely to do their duty. The magiſtrates, 
that they endcuour to helpe and ſtay the ruine and coꝛruption 
ofthe church, and to make it lafe from all iniurie, both within 
and without: not in eſtabliſhing of la wes contrary to the law 
of God: but in making cucry one to rcceaue the law of God, 
and maintaining it boldly againſt all the erreurs ol falſe pꝛo⸗ 
phels, aud againſt the violence of infveil and tyꝛannous pꝛiu⸗ 
ces. 

At the building ol the Temple bp the oꝛdinance ofthe El⸗ 
ders, and by their conduct, one part of the people carried moꝛ⸗ 
tar, and the other part carried weapons, and ſome in one 
hande carried trewels, and in the other hand they carryed a 
à ſwoꝛd, to the end if their ennemies came to diſturbe them at 
their wozke , they might be pꝛouided foz them, to chaſe them 
away. 

The ten tribes vnder the conduct of Ioſua oucrth:ew the 
Rubenites with their companions, of the tribes of Gad, and 
Manaſſes, becauſe thep had erected an altar againlt the woꝛd 
of God, 

Indas Machabzus fought ag ainſt the armie of Antiochus, 
who would offer violence, and thꝛolw done che religion of the 
Jewes (which then was the true religion) and compell tbem 
to receiue the religion of the Pagaus. | 

Euſebius reciteth an hiſtoꝛv of the Armenians, who be- 


de hiſtor ing compelled by the emperour Maxiuninus to 2 
m 
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fozime of chꝛiſtian religion into idolatrie,became ofhis friends 
his moztal enemies: of a people befoꝛe in league of amity with 
him, his capitall aducrſaries : ſo that to defend themſelues with 
ſtrong hand againſt his wicked oꝛdinances, they both warred 
ſoꝛe vppon him, charged him hardly, and purſued him in fight 
very neere. 
The ſame Euſebius wꝛiteth, that Conſtantine the great, I iu. ro. c. 
and Lic iniusſ(bꝛethꝛen in law) and copartners in the Empire; 
Licinius tommaunding inthe Taft, and Conſtantine in the 
Welt, neither of them haning any authoꝛitv oner the other: 
at the length Licinius raiſed a great perſecution againſt the 
Chꝛiſtians in his dominion, difturbing the exercice of their re⸗ 
ligion, bantſhing them out of all partes, putting many of them 
to death, with many kindes of barbarous cruelty, til Conſtan- 
tine ſet vppon hum, and made open warre vppon him ſo long, 
till at the laſt he was foꝛced to moderate himſelfe, and to ac⸗ 
coꝛd vnto chꝛiſtians the free crercice of their religion. Wlhich 
thing Licinius hauing confirmed by ſolemne pꝛomiſe, after a 
ſhoꝛt ſpace returned to barbarouſnes againe, and as beloꝛe (a⸗ 
gainſt his faith and pꝛomiſe) did begin to perſecute chꝛiſtians 
Aercely. Whercfoze Conſtantine ſet vppon him againe, pur⸗ 
ſued him, toke hun, and cauſed him to be llaine by his owne 
ſoldicrs in the towne of Theſſalonica, And it is a thing to be 
noted, ſince that time all Diuines do ſo highly commend that ; 
act of Conſtantine that they ſap in him is verified the pꝛomiſe Ia, 4 9:2 3. 
contained in Eſa y : That Kinges ſhalbe thy nourſing fa- 
thers, and Queenes ſhall be thy nourſing mothers ; lpcas 
king ofthe Church, 
Wee reade the fame of that wozthy enterpꝛiſe, that the 
French with the areateff part of the people of Europe, to the 
number of three hundꝛed thouſand fotmen , and one hundꝛed 
thouſand hoꝛſemen, vnder the charge and conduct of Godtry d 
of Boullon, duke ef L oꝛraine, made againſt the miſcreants 
and infidels, to reconer Jeruſalem and the holy land, 
Then may chꝛiſtian pzinces make warre fo2 the ſafegard 
ol the true religion: and indeed (as we haue faid)they are eſta⸗ 
blithed ol God foꝛ the ä and they are moſt expꝛelly 
com⸗ 
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Plal, 2. 12. 


connnaunded fo kiſſe the Sonne, leſt he be angry in ſigne ol 
homage, acknowledging him fo2 their true Ring, and foz their 
ſoueraigne Lo2d. 

If God haue ſtricly commaunded pꝛinces and people that 
he hath elected to arme themſelues foꝛ to k] pe poſicfſion of the 
land of Canaan, which was a figure of the church, and of euer⸗ 
laſting life: who may deny that pꝛinces at this day may not 
with a ſafe conſcience arme themſelues, and their people, to 
kepe their poſſeſſion and inheritance of the Church, and of 
life eucrlaſting , againſt all tirantes that haue leagued them: 
ſelues ts put them out thereof? 

Ifpiety (as the Pagans hold) commaund both pꝛinces and 
their ſubiects, to expoſe their gods and liues foꝛ the ſafegarde 
and pꝛeſeruation of their kingdomes, ſeignisꝛies, and coun⸗ 
tries: how much the moꝛe ought wee chꝛiſtians to thinke, 
that the ſame piety doth commaund and bind vs to do the ſame 
foz the defence of the Church, which is the kingdome of God, 
and the true countrie of all god faithfull chꝛiſtians. 

If the life and gods do but ſerue onely vnto piety , why 
ſhould not one do that foꝛ piety, that one would do foz life and 

ds. 
« It is ſaid, that the church ought not to be delended by arms: 
But wherefoze then ſhould it be aſſailed with armes: Is there 
any greater tyꝛannp, then that which is exerciſed againft the 
ſoule:? And is there then anp warre ſo lawfull and iuſt, as that 
which chꝛiſtiau pꝛinces wage, to repꝛeſſe ſo great a tyzanny? 

The Pope he will haue his Cruſado, and his knightes ol 
Malta, and of other places, to maintaine his faith and his 
Romith church againſt the Turkes . Why then would hee 
condemne the ſame power in other chꝛiſtian pꝛinces, to defend 
by armes their true religion againſt the innafions of all ty- 
rannous and infidell pꝛinces. 

Alphonſus king of Aragon a chꝛiſtian pꝛince, had this 
petp deniſe in all his armes and ſtanderds: Pro lege, & pro 

rege; that is to ſap, For the law, and for the people. Which. 
was very pꝛoper to ſignifp, that he perceaued himſelfe called of 
Ood, not onely to defend his countrie , but Wer the 
ure 
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church, the true faith,and religion, 

Now is it ſufficiently pzoued, at warres fo2 matters of 
religion are not contradictozp to the vocation of chꝛiſtian pꝛin⸗ 
ces and magiſtrates : Let vs p2ocede, and examine what a 
chꝛiſtian pzince ought to do, when it lalleth ont, that hee muſt 
nuꝛdes chaſtice and puniſh his heretical ſubiects, either by war 
92 els otherwile , accoꝛding to the default connnitted. 


Chapter III. 


That a Prince may chaſtice by warre, or otherwiſe, 
his heretical ſubiects, but with ſome moderation: 
and yet not before he haue conuineed them to 


be heretiques by the word of God. 


= Ere knowledge and conſcience are ne⸗ 
\Q 4 cefſarily to bee had. The Chailttar 
| A. i pince ought indeed to dꝛiue away all 
— N heretikes from among his ſubiectes , il 


= © there be found amõgſt them any ſuch: 
ES 2] and hee ought to chaſtice and puniſh 
N Gy them either by warre, oz elſe by ſame 
DAN 5 other foꝛme of iuſtice, lawfnll and ap- 
pꝛoued. Fo2 in this errour were the 
Manichees, x the Donatiſtes, that no man ought to be trou⸗ 
bled oꝛ moleſted fo2 his religion, much leſſe puniſhed: but that 
cuery one myght liue frely after his owne fantaſie. S. Au- 
guſtine himſelfe was ſometime of this opiniõ, but afterwards 
rctracted his erroure, appꝛouing that chꝛiſtian pꝛinbes might 
punich heretikes: as appeareth in the epiſtle that he wꝛot to 
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This law is made in the boke ol Exodus: That whoſoe- Ex. 22. 20, 


ver maketh ſacrifice to ſtrange Gods, but onely vnto the 
ſoueraigne Lord, ſhould be flaine. In Leuiticus com- © 
maundement is giuen: that the blaſphemer ſhould be ſto- 
ned and put to death. In the boke of umbers it is ſaid, 
C 2 that 


14. & 16, 


!3 
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: | 
Nom. 15. 34 that whoſocuer Mall violate the Sabaoth, ſhall die the 


Deut. 18.20 


Deut. 5. 


1IIim. 1.19. 


Tit. 3. 10. 


death. 

And in Deuteronomp : That the Prophet which ſhall 
preſume to ſpeake a word in the name of God, which he 
hath not commaunded him to ſpeake, or that ſheaketh in 
the name of ſtrange Gods, the ſame Prophet thall dye. 

Now by whom ſhould theſe crecutions of Gods iuſtice 
bee done, but by the pꝛince oꝛ magiſtrate? Ce heare befoze 
that God commaunded , that the citty that ſhould reuolt 
from him and from his true religion ſhould bee ft vppon 
by warre , and if it be obſtinate and rebellious, that it ſhould 
bee razed. 

That which ſemc alledge, that S. Paul was content enecly 
to excõmunitate Hymeneus and Alexander, who had made 
ſhipwꝛacke of their favth : and that he commanded J itus to 
ercommunicate after the like manner all heretikes, aſter the 
firſt and ſecond admonition, maketh nothuig againſt the cre- 
cation of the chaiſtian pꝛince o2 magiſtrate , Foz ſaint Paul 
doth not ſhew there, how the pꝛinte ought to behaue himſelle 
in ſuch a caſe, but ſheweth what the paſtour ol the church his 
duty is in lyke matter. No man doubteth, but the ince ſtuous 
perſon ought to bee puniſhed by the Pagiſtrate: albeit ſaint 
Paul wating to the Coꝛinthians, ſpeaketh nothing moze of 
the inceſtuous perſon that was amongſt them, but onely his 
counſcll was to cxcommunicate him: and the reaſon is, be: 
cauſe he there ſpake vnto the Conſiſtoꝛy of the congregation, 
and not vnto the ciuill magiſtrate, making a great difference 
betweene the office of the one and ofthe other. 

Then by this that wee haue already ſayd, it appeareth that 
the chꝛiſtian pꝛince may , and ought to ſuppꝛeſſe his hereticall 
ſubiectes, either by warre oꝛ by any other lawfull meanes, ſo 
that it be done with iudgement and ſome moderation. 

And firſt he muſt make a difference bet wærne ſhameles, ob⸗ 
Finate and contumacious heretiques, who are the ſetters on 
fire, the plaguers, and chiele captaines, to conſume, infec, 
and leade others headlong into perdition: and betwerne the 
poꝛe ignoꝛant people, who are ſeduced and abuſed by them, 

and 
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and do not offend deliberately of mallice oꝛ obſtination. 

The firſt are inexcuſable, and without all doubt ought to 
bee perſecuted by the pꝛince as murtherers and poyſoners of 
ſeules. Foz albeit no man may be compelled to receaue the 
faith violently, vet ſoit is, that the pꝛince ought by no means 
to permit any to oppoſe himſelfe publikelp againſt the faith. 

Concermug the ignoꝛant people, and thoſe that offend not 
vppon any purpoſed malice, noꝛ by any ſelfwill, and in whom 

there is as vet ſome hope ol amendment and conuerſion, they 
ought not to he pꝛoſecuted with death incontinently, but there 
ſhould be pꝛayer made vnto God foꝛ them, and they muſt ber 
inſtructed with patience, till thep come to better vnderſtan⸗ 
ding: 

Secondly the pꝛince ought not to condemne, noꝛ punith by 
warre , e2 otherwiſe any ofhis ſitbicctes foꝛ heretikes, befoze 
hee haue conumeced them to bee ſuch by the woꝛd of God: foz 
ſuch pꝛocceding is cleane contrary to the deuoire of chꝛiſlian 
pꝛinces, who hauing their ſubtects ſuſpect, oꝛ accuſed of herefie, 
pet being ſuch that they will ſubmit themſelues to verifye their 
doctrine by p woꝛd of God: in ſterd of hearing them, ſtop their 
mouthes and will not let them ſpeake fo2 themſelues: in ſterde 
of cauſing diſputation to bee made againſt them by the holy 
ſcriptures, rcfuls and contemne the holy ſcriptures: in ſteede 
of eramuung their arguments and reaſons by the true analo- 
gie and pꝛopoꝛtion of the faith, condemne them ſtraite againſt 
the faith , perſecute them, maſſacre, and burne them, warre 
on them, and vſing all kind of barbarous cruelty towards the, 

violate their owne lawes and pꝛomiſes. 

King Lewis the twelft of that name was not ſuch a one: 
This god king and father of the people being impoꝛtuned by 
the Cardinals and Biſhops of his time to vſe ſome rigoure x 
ſome manner of bloudy execution againſt thoſe of Cabrieres 
and of Nl erindol in Prouence, whom the moſt part held foz 
herctikes: vnto whom hee made this anſwere wozthy of a 
Chꝛiſtian king. I am (ſaith he) King and ruler ouer my peo- 
ple, to adminiſter iuſtice amongſt them: which I cannot 
do without hearing them who are accuſed. And there- 
C 3 fore 
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A Diſcourſe 
fore I muſt heare them before I can condemne them, yea 
were they Turks, Iewes, Sarazins or Deuils. 

And thereuppon , although they certifped the King ſundꝛy 
times that the doctrine of thoſe of Cabrieres and of Merindol 
had bin often condennedby the Councils, andnamely by the 
Councell of Lateran : neuertheleſſe he perſeuered in his holp 
aduiſe, and ſaid: J will not ſtraine my conſcience ſo farre, to be 
ſo haſty in iudgement vppon the ſole authoꝛity of condemnati⸗ 
ons ſet downe by the Councilles, but J will haue the hearing 
of the perſons accuſed, befoze J p2oceede ts condemne them. 

A moſt golden ſaving: fo2 indeed it is not ſufficient that men 
bee accuſed to be heretikes, if they be not conuinced to be ſuch 
by the holy ſcriptures. Fo2 if the ſole accuſation would ſuffice 
to condemne a man, there is no kind ol innotency but loſeth 
bis right. 

Let vs now ſ& what miſchicfes warre b2ingeth, to the en 
that chꝛiſtian pꝛinces do not vſe it, but in time of ged occaſion 
and ol great neceſſity. 


Chapter IIII. 


That becauſe of the great incomueniences and miſ> 
chieſs that accompany warre, princes ought not 
to attempt it, except intime ot great extremity. 


Geficles the Spartan King, and Ariſtotle 
were wont to ſav, that a King 6ught to go⸗ 
uerne his people, as a father doth his chil- 
wen. Fo? fo allo in ancient time kinges 
were called by an Hebꝛew wozd, Abime- 
lech, which ſigmfpeth , Vy father the hei king. 
Now the father gouerneth his childꝛen in al 
” lenity and — and not in rigour, ſo ſaith Nlartianus the 
Lawver : The king then ought to rule his people in lenity x 
godlineſſe, and not in rigour: but he doth the contrary, when 
he aucrp2efſeth them with warre. Foz it is not to rule in pp⸗ 
| ety 


of chriſtian Warre. 
ety andlenify, to ererctſe ſuch tyꝛannicall gouerument over 
bis people, namely by ciuill warre, which is the very ſcourge 
of the people, far moze vnſuppoꝛtable and hurtfull then foꝛraine 
warre ol ſtrangers. Let vs then ſ&, what miſchiefs warre 
b:ingeth vnto a common wealth in generall. 

Warre maketh all thiags deare, and cauſeth famine; foz 
the ſouldicrs treade downe the fruites of the earth vnder their 
feet, ſpill the vines, ſteale, burne whole townes and villages, 
ſpoile and rob mens houſes, take away mens cattell,fourrags 
their barnes, lye in waite to ſet vppon men in the high wales 
hinder the trakigue and concourſe of Marchants, and doe com- 
aut many ſuch like miſchiefes, which foz the moſt part cauſe 
great famin andſcarſity. 

Warre is cauſe of great ſickneſſe, and namely of the plague 
and contagion: it bꝛingeth great payne and toꝛmoyle with it: 
a man in the warre is ill lodged, bee muſk cate that which hee 
findeth, and dꝛinke what he can come by, and oftentimes the 
aire is co2rupted bp the infectio and ſtinking oꝛdures of an ar- 
mye, and by the number of dead carcaſſes, as well of men as 
of hoꝛſes, which lie ſcattering here and there not farre from the 
campe. 

Marre tauſeth all Lawes and iuſtice to ceaſe, the true ſer 
uice of God to bee coꝛrupted, o2 the fre courſe thereof to bet 
hindred, 

Marre maketh all reaſon and equity to yeelde to violence, 
abandoneth youth to all wickedneſſe, and lo liuing, cauſeth 
gray haires to be vilipendedandſet at naught, abaſtardizeth 
all eſtates, and cauſeth them ts degenerate, exalteth men of 
(mall quality, bꝛingeth low honsꝛable eſtates, bzingeth in iu⸗ 
nouations and diſſolutiõs, maintaineth diſoꝛder and conſufton, 

interrupteth the Umuerſities, and maketh all ſcholes of lear⸗ 
ning (the ſeminarpes of vertue) to ceaſe, and make intermii- 
on, ſoweth the very ſeedes ol all trouble and ſedition, entertai⸗ 
neth and foſtereth the raſcalleſt ſoꝛt of people, ſome that haue 
gone about with a bag, and lome that haue deſerued the co2de: 
maketh one neighbour not to know an other, to eate and 
diltroy one another, taketh fozce the plowman —_ 
C 4 his 
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bis tyllage, and carrieth the Artizan will hee, oꝛ nill hee, from 
bys ſhop and family. Ns man is able to furniſh ſo many con⸗ 
tributions as it cracteth, The pœꝛe man dpeth foꝛ hunger, 
the innocent ſuffreth w2ong , wines and maidens are rauiſhed 
and deffled, thouſands of child2zen made oꝛphans and fatherles, 
blaſphemie and retiling the name of God committed, mur⸗ 
ders, theftes, and adulterpes perpetrated daily, all exceſſe vſed: 
and what miſchiefe oꝛ villany is to be named, where with the 
warre aboundeth not: | 

Some warre traineth alter it ſo many and infinite mil⸗- 
chickes, that woꝛthily it is called the ſcourge of God, Ther⸗ 
foze Virgil fayd: No hope of health in war, therefore wee 
demaund peace. So aàlſo Seneca faith: Peace is to be eſtee- 
med aboue the greatelt things of account, & aboue al the 
riches and treaſures oftlis xorld. And he which hath not 
this peace in poſſeſſion, ought to purchaſe it and bup it dearly. 
And the maiſter of ſentences ſaith ; I hat manis mad who 
liueth in peace, and yet will ſeeke warre : for peace (faith 
he) bringeth aboundance of good, & warre taketh it au ay 
againe, und {cattereth it. 

Then W2inces which haue this pꝛiuiledge to be chꝛiſtians, 
if they loue their people , as good fathcrs loue their childꝛen, 
they ought not to manage warre but in great neede, and in 
caſe of extremitv: and then to vſe it as a remedy very dange⸗ 
rous and moꝛtall, as is the ſearing and incifton of any mem⸗ 
ber . And as the ſkilfull Phiſition ſaith; Extreme remedies 
muſt be apply ed to extreame malidyes, But let vs now 
ſer with what lawes and rules they ought to wage warre if 


neceſſity require. 


Chap- 


of chriſtian Warre. 
Chapter V, 
Certaine rules and lawes to be practiſed of thoſe that 


vndertake to wage warre, to the end that God may 
bleſſe and proſper their actions. 


I IT O all things with aduiſe (ſaid Salomon) 
| Ez 


— ſhalt neuer repent. Mowe(ſaith 


þ nes. It falleth out often that warres 

are not taken in band vyon god and law⸗ 

— PI full occafions : and ſo are curſed of Gods 

mouth : and abel they be vpon god and lawfull occaſions ta⸗ 

ken in hand, it commeth to paſſe pet, that being ill managed 

and made in haſt, oꝛ cls being waged vpon ſome exceſſiue cho⸗ 

ler and ſtomacke, oz fo2 a thirſt of lucre and couctouſnes, oz vp- 

pon ſome particular bumonr ofenup , they are alſo curted ol 

_ Pꝛinces therefoze haue thele fewe rules to p2actile and 
ollow. 


1 Rule, 


Hat warres be not taken in hand, but fo2 ſame great and 
impoztant affaires: as 118 are whereof we haue ſpoken 
A litle befoꝛe. 


2. Rule. 


T Þat the Pzince ba nat troubled vpon euery light occaſion, 

but befoze hee make warre, that hee aſſay by all meanes 

poſſible to maintaine peace and conco2d: fo2 if the end of war 
be ts ſæke to conclude peace againe (as Cicero ſaith) without Offic. i. 

all doubt the chꝛiſtian Pꝛince ought to pꝛocure and ſecke all ho⸗ 

neſt and lawfull meanes, whereof hee can bethinke himlſelfe, 

to pacifp and acco2d all differences, befs2e he p2oc&de to armes 
and to watre:and aboue all thinges — he be well aduiſed,ought 
to 
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to be very milde and patient abone all thinges in his ſharpeſt 
alllictions, and ſoꝛeſt temptations. Plato being aſked vppon 
a time howa wile man ſhould be knowen : anſwered, when 
he had great and ſundꝛy troubles , if he ouerpalſed them mild- 
ly, ind with much paticnce. 

We read of Fabius Maximus, who by his great patience 
and long delay in taking his fytte time, ſtopprd and diſappoin⸗ 
ted the furious rage of Hanniball , and ouerthꝛew his feztes 
which ſermed almoſt innincible. So by this meanes he pꝛeſrr⸗ 
ned the common · wealth ol Rome from moſt imminent daͤn⸗ 
ger. And in very ded? ik running headlong and oucr great 
haſt be condemned as a raſhnes in all per ſauls, eſpecially it is 
to bee blamed in Pꝛinces, when thep take in hand to make 
warre. Fo2 (as a Greeke Poct ſaid) tlie ſecond thoughtes 
are commonly the wiſeſt, and the belt. | 


3 Rule. | 


That no man warre to the endto vſurpe the gods and inhe⸗ 

ritances of other men. Foꝛ that were flatly to go againft 
the commaundement of God, Which foꝛbiddeth to ſteale. 
Wherefoze Alexander the great was as mucha thiefe, when 
he ſacked any pꝛsuince, oꝛ when he did vlurpe it with a ſtrong 
and mighty nauy: as was Dromedes the litle yzate, that 
did but ſkimme vp and downe the ſca in a litle Bꝛigandine, 
robbing here and there where he could come by a baty . But 
(as one ſaid very pꝛetily) all the wozld is as it were a great 
bed garniſhed with diuers little coucrings and litle keuerlets, 
eucry man dꝛawing a pece to himſelle, and vncouering his 
next bedfellow. 

Ik one demaund whether My das oz Crates was the verier 
fole: whether My das foz that hee made accompt of nothing 
in this woꝛld ſo nich as of gold: oz Craces, fo2 that he caſt a 
great ſumme of gold, being all that he had, into the ſea: Be that 
bath any reaſon, will ſap that Crates was the wiſer of the 
two: foz My das dzowned himlelfe in his golds, but Crates 
knowing tzat his golde was a great hinderance to his minde, 

that he could not intend to apply hi s ſt udy of Philolophy , caſt 
it 


 % 
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of chriſtian Warre. 
tt into the lea , ſaping it was better foz him to dzowne it, then 
it ſhould dꝛowne him. J bꝛing in here this example of the poꝛe 
Pagan, to condemme the ambition of divers Chaiftians, wha 
not contented with their owne poſſeſſions, ſee by allmcanes 
poſſible to encroch vpon the poſſeſſions of other men: as wee 
reade of king Pyrrhus, who hauing made an enterp2ile vpon 
Italy. Cineas his ſage counſeller ſatd vnto him: well my Lo2d 
the Uing) vou pꝛetend to be ſhoꝛtly maiſter of all Italy? J mas 
ry, ſaith he: and what will yon do when pou haue got it all? 
J will pas, ſaith he, into France and Spaine. And what will 
you do then? J will goe to fabduc all Afrique. And after that 
what then 2 when I ſhall haue ſubdued the woꝛld vnder mp 
Dominion and ſubiection, I will bee (ſaith he) content, J will 
line at mine caſe and reſt mp ſelle. Foꝛ Gods ſake (ſaid Cy- 
ncas) my Load tellane, what holdeth pou, that if yau will, yon 
are not in poſſeſſion pꝛeſently of this eſtate? what want pouz 
what ſtand pou in niꝛde of to be content, foꝛ pou are ſure of it: 
by all theſe ſage demaundes and replies Cyneas thought to 
make Pyrrhus perceaue at laſt the vanity of his ambition: 
but he talked vnto a deafe inan that would not heare. 

Andit is a -axi»:e verifped from all times, that euery em · 
pire oz Kingdome cnlarged by extozſtons and rapines, by en- 
croching vpon the fignio2pes and territozies of other Pꝛinces, 
mult fall to decay at laſt, muſt be ouerth2owen x ruined with- 
in it ſelfe by ctuill warres , diffentions , oz other tumultuous 

2oples, ; | | 


4 Rule. 


Hat the Prince that will vndertake fo warre againſt o⸗ 
thers, firſt let him knowe how to rule and ouercome his 
olune paſſions and affections, Fo2 (as Socrates ſaith) it is 
a matter of greater difficulty, and a more vertuous act to 
ouercome his owne will, then to ouercome his ennemy. 
And Plato faith, Hardly will he ouercome his enemy, who 
knoweth not how to ouercome himſcle, Let nat then the 
Pꝛince be carryed aw with his foliſh paſſions, eſpeciallp by 
de much choler vx a — by hatred — 
1 2 v 
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Fulgoſ. liu. 
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A Diſcourle 

by dther ſuch like affections, which hurt and hinder che true 
oder of pꝛotœ ig in right und iuſtice. 7 
It was a ture example oſche choler of Severus Caſsius, of 
whom it is repoꝛted, that de did pleade vetter being troubleds 
moned,then other wiſe: and chat his avucrfarics ſtomd in feate 
to moue him to anger, fearing left in his angry made hee re⸗ 
doubled the eloquence that he vſcd otherwiſe being not moned. 

Anger (ſaith Caſliodorus) is the niother of all other vi- 
ces: and the corruption of all vertues, às Ariſtotle ſaith. 
Take heede ofanger (fafth Varro) for it ovorthreweth nl] 
reaſon quite, and troubleth the vnderſtanding. The man 
(faith Cicero) that in his fury and anger,willrcuenge Him- 
{cite ofany other, and chaſtiſe him preſently, can neuer 
keepe any meane betweene too much and too little. 

fo: the enupous man, he boileth inwardly, as Horace 

ſaitb, and is content ts deſtrop andhurthimletfe to hint ary 
endomage another. 


5 Rule, 


Hat the pꝛinte b2ged of neceſſity to warre, choſe out wile 
Captaines and guides well experienced and valiant men 
Fm in the pollicy andcounſell of the captaines and guides ( ſo 
fatth Publius) confifteth all the puiſſance and addꝑeſſe of the 
men at armes. Anotberfaid , he had rather haue an army of 
Hartes vndcr the conduct of one Lyon, then an armpofLy- 
ons vnder the conduct of one Hart. Cæſars ſouldiers being on 
a day chaſed backe and put to flight, by Pompeius campe, 
Pompey daring not to purſue hum in the chaſe long, Cx ſar 
laid chat night ſecretip to his friendes, that that ſame day his e- 
nemies had won thelalk victo2y,if they had had in their campe 
but one captaine oꝛ leader, that had knowen how to ouercome 
oz conquer. 

Nowa dayes ſome ſach are made captaines that were ne⸗ 
ner ſouldiers befoꝛe, oz at the leaſt, god ſoulaiers. , ſoꝛ lacke 
oferperience,befoze theꝝ euer haue bin in feld, thep are wan⸗ 
vous hardy anſomuchy ther — Ret hovles, 


2 D 


of chriſtian Warre. 
But when inderde they muſt lay about them and fight in god 
earneſt, to make pzwfe of their valour, they are ee 
their hart faileth them incontinent. 

ut aboue all thiuges the Þ2ince ought to make choile of 
ſich men fo2 guides and leaders, as haue the ſeare of God ho- 
foꝛe their eies. Fo2 often times it commeth to paſſe , that foz 
the wickednes and peruerſies of the Captaines and chicfes, 
God pow2:eth ont his anger vpon all the poze people: as ap- 
peareth bp that one example of Acham,who foꝛ taking ſpots o 
that were fo:biad? him, the anger of God was kindled againſt 
all the Fſraeutes . 


6 Rule. 


That he chaſe alſo fo bis men at armes and ſouldiers, men 
that feare God: foꝛ the victoꝛv depondeth not of the mul- 
titude of figacina men, but of the grace and faudur of God. 
Me finde many wozthy exploits, which ſurpaſſe all mili⸗ 

tarp diſcourſes and reaſons in Cæſar, actompanped onely 
with a ſew valiant and hardy men at armes. Foz with howe 
ſmall a number did he enterpꝛiſe to ſubdue Egypt, to ſet vppon 
the armics of Scipio and Iuba, and atchieued his enterpaiſe? 
His foꝛces were by ten partes moze feeble then theirs , With 
how peo2cequippage at the Streight of Helleſpontus durſt he 
allaile, fetch in, and loꝛce to peld Lucius Caſsius? Me had hut 
alitle barqueroll , andthe other had ten great ſhips of warre: 

neuertheleſſe hee atchicued his enterpꝛiſe. With how barde 
meanes did he hazard himlelfe to alſiege Alexia : and pet he had 
but flender and meane loꝛces. Within the to we there were 

70000, men of defence, and without the walles were the 

Gaulois camped againſt him, to make him raiſe the ſiege to p 

number of 109 oo. hoꝛſemen, and 240000. fotemen: non ob- 
ſtant all this he entountred firſt with the ſuccourſe, and van⸗ 

quiſhed them in ſight, and afterwards compelled thoſe: within 
the walles to peeld to his mercy. 
Nou il the pagan Cæſar hath done ſo valianterploits, re- 
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G A Diſcourſe 

his ſouldicrs, but in the god lucke ol his foꝛtune (fo ſpeake af- 
ter the manner of the Papnims) and in the valour ol his men 
at armes. What ſhall our chꝛiſtian captaines do, who haue 
their men of warre, not onely cduragious and valiant, but al⸗ 
ſo ſuch as haue abone all thinges the feare of God befoꝛe their 
eies: albeit they be not very many in number ? and ſurcly the 
body ofa maine campe ought to conſiſt but of an indifferent 
and moderate number ol men: fo2 theſe huge and mighty ar- 
mies conſiſting of men innumerable almoſt, do very ſeldome 
any thing woꝛth the ſpeaking of. But thoſe armirs that are 
reigled with certaine moderat boꝛnes, fo2 the moſt part da at- 
chicue moſt gloꝛious exploits , ano ſignally when they are all 
finccre and true Chꝛiſtians. 

Hether haue relation the holy hiffozics of Gedeon, of Ba- 
ruc, of Sampſon, of Ieptha, of Dauid, and of diuers other cap- 
taines and guiders in warlike affaires: who (as the Apoſtle 
fatth to the Hebꝛewes) by faith haue encountred with for- 
raine kingdomes, and turned to flight the campes of Al- 
lians and ſtrangers. | 

And who doubteth, but that moſt famous and great vico- 
ry which the King of Navarre had in a battell this laſt peare 
againſt the Duke of Joycuſe at Coutras, hath relation and 
referrcth it ſelfe to this place? The paſtour that offered vp the 
pꝛapers vnto God, immediatly after ſo great a victozy to giue 
bim thanks therefoꝛe, might very wel ſap that, which he ſaith: 
Our arme hath encoũtred, but the arme of the Lord hath 
vanquiſhed. To conclude, it is not an hard matter foꝛ God 
to ſaue with a (mall number of people , that which the holy 
ſcripture affirmeth to be true. 


7 Rule. 


Nat god and · holy lawes haue courſe and vigoure in 
chuſtian armies, and not onelp in townes and Citics, 
but alſo abꝛoade in the middeſt of the campaigne, o 

this ſentence, that the lawes ceaſe, & are ot no force 

in warre, is not of God but of the Deuill. ; 


But 


of chriſtian Warre. | 23 


But it is expedient , that theſe lawes be conmnon to all, and 
that they hold vnder, not onelp ſouldiers, but alſo the Chieles 
ard Captaines, from the leaſt in the campe to the greateſt, in 
ſuch ſoꝛt that none aduantage be taken of theſe lawes, as was 
by the lawes of Anacharſis, which were compared to the pi⸗ 
ders webs: foꝛ as the webbe of the Spider keepeth the little 
Flies faſt pꝛiſormers till the Spider come, and breaking when 
the great Flies fall in, letteth them goe: ſo Anacliarlis lawes 
puniihed thoſe of mall and baſe quality, and let the mighty and 
great ones eſcape vnpuuſhed. And it is in lawes commonly 
as in the Poets cenſure: Which ſpareth the crowes, and " 
putteth the poore pigeons to paine. ; 2 

Papinian'the Lawter ehole rather to die, then to excuſe 
the parricide ol the Emperour Caracalla. = | 

Zaleucus enacted in his lawes, that whoſoeuer ſhould bee val. Max, 
found to commit adultery, ſhould haue both his eies put out: li. c. cap. 5. 
it fell out that his owne ſonne was conuinced of this crime, 
wherefoꝛe his father would in any wiſe haue the law executed 
vpon him: x ſure ſo it had bin;Hadmot the impoꝛtunate pꝛaiers 
of his people, entreating him torcmit wholly the culpe, moued 
him fome thing in the matter: but ſee what hee accoꝛded vnto 
the people, becauſe he would not haue his lawes violated, and 
to be made without effect : to ſatiſip the law, her put out one 
of his ow: eies, and commaunded that his ſonne ſhould haue 
one of his eies put foꝛth in like manner, | 

Archid.mus betngaſked , who were the chieleſt gouer⸗ 
ners ofthe Titty of Sparta: made anſwere, the lawes and the 
magiſtrates lawfully oſtabliſged in authouty . Ageſilaus 
king of the ſame city of Sparta ſaid, that the captaine generall Plut in the 
in warre is boꝛnm̃ to follow and do that which the lawes com- = of Age- 

maunde him, and to pꝛolecute iuſtice, without the which, all us. 
pꝛoweſſc is nothing woꝛth. It is a very ſeemely thing (ſayd 
the empersurs 1 heodoſius and Valentinian) foz his Ba- | 
ieſty thatruleth ouer others, to declare that hee his a Pzince | wa 
confounable to all god lawes. To conclude, ſaint Auguitine * 
ſaith, the law guideth all foce and power in martiall atfaires, 2 k 2 
and giueth great vigour and luftre to tuſtice andequity, = God ch. 4 
D 4 And ©. 
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A Diſcourſe 


And indeede loke by how much the moze matters are bzof- 
led and troubled (as in warre ) by ſo much the moꝛe haue they 
ne&de of ſome god o2der and reiglement. If a Carpenter oz 
Maſon ſhould caſt away hisſquire, his rule and his compaſſe, 
how ſhall he be able to wozke 2 Af the Pilote, when there ari- 
ſeth a great tẽpeſt at ſea,vo caſt away his belliſhing, his carte, 
his needle, and his ſterne, how ſhall hee bee able to conduct his 
ſhip with indgement to the place whither he p2ecedeth to ſailee 


Ulle fe by experience every day what is done in warre. There 


is no miſchiefe, that ſouldiers do not put daily in pꝛactiſe againſt 


the poꝛe people. In warres the lawes are ſilent, and men at 


armes will haue no execution of iuſtice. The cauſe that is 
pleaded is open and iuſt: but that is all. Beſides that, there is 
nothing done accoꝛding to iuſtice and right. No maruell then 
though ſundꝛy times the enemp get the vpper hand. 


8 Rule, 


Hat the leaders and Captaines bee valiant and coura⸗ 
giotes ini all ſuch difficulties, as of cuſtome fall out in ex⸗ 
ploits of warre. The cunning Pllote is knowen and 
tryed in tempeſtuous weather at ſea: fo2 in a calme e/ 


nerp ſapler can play the amning nauigatoꝛ. Metecllus was 


Ouid. 


— 
ä 


Sylius. 


wont to ſav, that it was a common and eaſp matter to do well 
where no danger was: but that the part of a bꝛaue and vali- 
ant man was, te behane himſelfe well in matters of great dif- 
ficulty and danger Uertue, ſaith one, reacheah to hard mat- 
ters fall of difficulty and danger. Shee hideth her ſelfe and is as 
it were vnknowen, in eaſie thinges, but appeareth and ſhe- 
weth her ſelfe where any difficulty pꝛeſenteth it ſelfe. Shee re- 
fuſcth facillty foꝛ her companion, he is painfull and full of tra- 
naile and toꝛmoile: ſhe dwelleth vpon the top of an high rocke, 
and the way that bꝛingeth to her is rough , harde, and full ol 
pꝛickes and thoznes, To bee bꝛiefe, difficulty ſetteth the pꝛice 
of vertue. 


9 Rule 


of chriſtian Warre: 
9. Rule. 


hat Captaines be diligent and painfull, and in ns wiſe 

] pdle and fluggiſh. Diligence, ſaith Homer is the mo- 

ther of riches, the health of the body, and the ſafe- 

gard of the ſoule. And againe by great diligence a 
man commeth ſoone to perfection. Iam come, ſaid Cæſar, 
I haue ſeene, I haue got the victory. 

The fluggiſh idlenes of the emperour Theophilus, cauſed 
bim to loſe the battell that he fought againſt the Agarens, and 
pet after he had loſt the fleld he was ſo lazp, and ſlouthfull, that 
be could not make anp ſhift to flye and retire. But Manuel 
a chtefe captaine in his armie, ſhaking him by the flue, and 
dzawing him away by fozce of atmes, to awake him out of his 
dzowſlp flnggilhnes, told him plainiy, if he would not follow 
and make awayſpedily, hee wonld kill him with his owne 
hands: fo2 (ſaith he) it is better that thou ſhorldeſt loſe thy 
life, then being taken pꝛiſoner to ruine the empire. 

But as abſtinence is a ptmiſhment to the goꝛmande glut 
ton . ſobꝛiety to the dzonken wine bibber , th2ift to the pꝛodi⸗ 
gall ſpendall, chaſtity to the filthy adulterer, udp to the idle 
loyterer: ſolabour and diligence ts a racke andto2ment to an 
idle perſon that hath litle minde of affaires committed to his 
charge. But military pꝛofeſſion hath nothing ol impoſſibili⸗ 
ty oꝛ difficulty in it: were it not fo2 our nonchallancp and ſlug- 
giſhnes that maketh thinges to ſme impoſſible and difficult . 
Many Captaines now a dapes content themſeines with very 

ſmall deliberation in their affaires: but foz their paines and 
diligence in any exploit oꝛ enterpꝛiſe, they implop that but to 
the halles, and very ſleightly God wot. They referre all fo 
their officers ; their officers to their ſonldicrs : fo putting truſt 
the one in the other , they onerpaſfe oftentimes the boznes of 
their deuoire: and at the laſt being purſued and ſurpꝛiſed by the 
craftp wiles of their enemies, they are faine to peeld and be o⸗ 


Kercome. 
| E 10 Rule. 
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To Rule. 
I 
1: That nothing bee enterpꝛiſed oz attempted without aſking 
1 f Eſay. 30... aàduiſe at the mouth of God. A curſe tall on thoſe rebel- 
| 4 | # lious children, faith the Loꝛd, that take counſuile, but not 


of me, and weaue their webbc,and not by the counſaile of 
my ſpirit, to the end they may heape ſinne vppon ſinne: 
who walke to goe downe into Egypt , and haue alked no 
queſtion at my mouth to fortify tlieniſelues in the might 
of Pharao, and to put their truſt in the ihadow of Egypt. 


f 1 n P2ayer mult be then made vnto God, befoze any thing be 
170 attempted, but not ſleightly, oz from the teeth oz lippes out- 
"BY wards, but inwardly from the hart, with reuerence, honoꝛ, and 


carcfull regard due vnto the deuine Maieſty: fo2 pꝛaper is an 
action to dcuine to be vſed onely by the lungs and tongue: it 
ought to pꝛocede from the very entraels of the hart, and from 
à deuout and religious conſcience: and therefoze all armies 
ought to haue true paſtoꝛs and miniſters to make pꝛayers and 
ſupplications, and to do other their charges eniopned them ol 


Deut. 20.2. God. Foz the Loꝛd hath willed and conunaunded, that there 
7 ſhould be Pꝛieſtes to facrifice in the warres of old time, as alſo 
1 now hee hath appointed miniltcrs of the true religion foz the 

11 Rule. RT 


Tat the armies put their truſt in God alone, and not in the 
Eſay 37,1, helpe ol man. A curſe fall vppon them, that go downe 
into Egipt for aid, ſaith the Loꝛd, and put their truſt in hor- 

ſes, & their confidence in charriots, becauſe they are many 

in number , & in their horſemen becauſe they are luſty & 


N 0 
„ 


1 5 ſtrong, and haue no regard to the holy one of Iſraell, and 
11 aſke no queſtion at the Lord. And a little after : The Egip- 
1 tians are men and not Gods, and their horſes are fleſh, and 
[ lt not ſpirit, The Lord ſhall ſtretch forth his hand,and then 
419 Wall che helper fall : and hee that ſhould bee helped ſhall 
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of chriſtian Warre. 
fall together with him, and they ſhall all together be deſ- 
rroye * 

Che aide of men map deceiue and delude thoſe that put their 
confidence therein, as are the huge and mightie armies , the 
great foꝛce of people, the addꝛeſſe and ſwiftnes of hoꝛſes, alled- 
ged befoze out of Eſay the pꝛophet: as Dauid himſelfe could 
well tell in his 33 pſalme, Ther is no king that can be ſaued 
by the multitude of an hoſt, neither is any mighty man 
deliuered by much ſtrength. Likewiſe, a horſe is counted 
but a vaine thing to ſaue a man, neither jhall he deliuer a- 
ny man by his great ſtrength. Examples hereof are euident 
in manp places ol holy wait: in Þ hoſt of Pharao, in Goliath, 


inthe armie of Senacheri king of Aſſpzians: in many bat- jc, 37.3 5, 


tailes fought in our dapes, namely in that moſt famous victo⸗ 
rp which the king of Nauarre got againſt the duke ol Joycuſe 
15 87.whereof we ſpake befoꝛe. 

But the aide and helpe ol God is moſt ſure fo be truſted to, 
and infallible. As appeareth by the Aſraclites warring vnder 
their captaine Toſua againſt Þ Amalechites ; fo2 it is ſatd, that 
when Moyles held vp his hand, the people of Iſraell vanqui⸗ 
ſhed and ouercame: but when he plucked backe his hand, A- 
malec ouercame . By the lifting vp ol Moy ſes hand, the af 
fiſfance of God is vnderſtod. 

There is alſo another notable example ofthe ſame in Aſa 
king of Iſraell: foꝛ Hanani to make him acknowledge his 
fault in iopning his foꝛces with Benadad king of Spꝛia, per- 
ceiuing him to repoſe moze confidence in him then in the helpe 
of the Loꝛd, in the warre, that he had againſt Baaſa king of 


Ilraell, told him in this wiſe . Becauſe thou haſt truſted in 2.Chr.16,7 


the king of Syria, and not in the Lord thy God, therefore 
is the hoſt of the king of Syria eſcaped out of thy hand. 
Had not the Ethiopians and Lybians an exceeding great 
hoſt,with an innumerable company of charyots & horſe- 
men? and yet becauſe thou truſtedſt in the Lord, he deli- 
uered them into thyne hand. For the eies ofthe Lord be- 
hold all the earth to ſtrengthen them that are ofa perfect 
hart towards him. Herein thou haſt done foliſnily, and 
| 1 therefore 
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therefore from henceforth thou ihalt haue warre, 
In this aid of God did Dauid truſt and reſt himſelfe when 
he fought againſt the great gyant Goliath. The Lord God 
1.52. 17. Cath he, who hath deliuered me out of the clawes of the 


Lyon,and from betweene the pawes of the Beare : he ſhal 
deliuer me alſo from the hand ot this Pluiliſtian: which the 
Lo2dperfozmed indede. 

Likewiſe Ioſaphat fighting againſt the Ammonits and the 
Poabites : O Lord, faith he, che God of our fathers, art not 
thou the God of heauen, and raigneſt ouer all the king- 
domes of the heathen ? in thy hand is power and might, 
and no man may withſtand thee. Behold, the cluldrenof 
Ammon and Moab come to caſt vs out ofour poſſeſſion, 
which thou haſt giuen vs to inherit. O our God,wilt thou 
not iudge them? for we haue not power & might ynough; 
to reſiſt ſo great a multitude that come againſt vs, and we 
know not what to do, but our eies looke vnto thee. &c. 

In like manner Moyſes exhoꝛting the F(raelites to goe 
vp into the land of the Amoztts, ſapth,you ſap,how ſhall wee 
goe vy? Our hꝛetheren baue diſcouraged our harts ſaping, the 
people are moze in number, and taller then wee, and they haue 
ſtrong citties walled vp to heauen, and there wee haue ſens 
the ſormes of the Giant Enachim: hut J ſay vato pon, dead 
not, aud be not affraid of them: the Lo2d your God which go⸗ 
eth befoze pou, he ſhall figbt foꝛ you, as he did in Egipt and in 
the wildernes. | | 

So the people of God ſeeing their king to march ſo valiant⸗ 
p befoze their enemies in a warre ſo doubtfull and dangerous, 
pꝛaped foz him, pꝛeſaging his victo2y, affuring themſelues as 
though he had then already obtained it, rendꝛing harty thanks 
uvnts God, alleadging foz all reaſon: ſome pur their truſt in 
charyots , and ſome in horſes: but we will remember the 
name ofthe Lord eur God: they are caſt down and fallen, 
but we areriſen and ſtand vpright. 

As . Paul faith very well: If God be on our fide, who 
can be againſt vs? And the holy Pꝛophet Dauid ſaith in an 
ather place: Let God ariſe, & let his enemies be * 
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let them alſo that hate him, flye before him. 

Like as the ſmoke vanitheth, ſo ſhall he driue them a- 
way: and like as the waxe meltetli before the fire, ſo ſhall 
the vngodly perith at the preſence of God. 

Uerp true it is, that wee ought not to contenme oꝛdinary 
meanes of humaine aid, ſeeing that they be la wlull to be vſed; 
but there mult be ſuch as God hath lawtullp appointed, and we 
mult take herde that we leane not on them to much. 


2 Rule. 


That the armies aboue all thinges be Godly and holp, if wee 
will haue them woꝛke god effedn. The Lord thy God Deu. 23. 14 
walketh in the middeſt of the campe to ſaue and deliuer 
thee, and to make thyne ennemies he before thee : there- 
fore ſhall thy campe bee pure, that he ſee none vncleane 
thing in it, and fo turne himſelfe from thee. 
It is a imc ſet downe in the fozmer rule, that if God 
be in the middeſt of our hoſt, to conduct and p2elerne it, the 
effeect ſhall alwaies be god and happy. This is it alſo, 
that the firft article of this ſentence of Moyſes, containeth: 
on the contrary ſide then if God bee not in the middeſt 
of our hoſtes, and be not conducto2 and guider of them, there is 
no hope to be had of any vicozy. Thereloꝛe Moy ſes ſaid vuto 
the Iſraelites, that would haue gone vp into the land ol Cana- 1 
an, to fight againſt their ennemies: no, do not goe vp in any Deut. 1. 4 z. 
wiſe to fight at all, (for the Lord is not with you) leſt yee 
be diſcomfited by your enemies. 

But hawe is this, that the Lo2d ſhall bee in the middeſt of 
our holtes ? It is (ſaith Moyles) if they be godly and holy, ſo Nom. 14. 
that God ſ& none vncleane thing amongeſt them. There are 42. 
the thinges that ought to incite vs to be Godlp and holy, oz 
to liue holilp at warre, 

Firſf the honour and renerence which wee owe of bounden 
duty vnto Gods diuine maieſtie: fo; as the coate and liuery of 
Pzinces, is the marke whereby men at armes and ſouldiers 
are known; ſo the ſanctimoupy of = which we _ 
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ew p2oceding from a true faith, and from his very hart ſin⸗ 
terelp, is the true ligery, whereby we ought to be recogniſed to 
be the ſeruants of God, and ſouldiers fighting vnder his bans 
ner. It we haue a god captaine at warre, ſhall not we ende⸗ 
nour by al meanes poſſible to obey him: and if any thing in vs 
diſpleaſe him, to aniend it by and by. And ſhall we not do as 
much vnto God:? Fo2 what honoz ſhall it bee foz him to haue 
fach men at armes and ſouldiers that are diſſolute, t ol naugh⸗ 
ty life and conuerſation:! 

Secondly, the great extremity and danger wherein woe 
liue daily, while we be in war. Fo2 when perilles do thꝛeaten 
vs on euer y ſyde, and death it ſelle is beloꝛe cur eies, and doth 
pꝛicke vs foꝛwards behind, and hoꝛrible as it is, doth compas 
vs round about: ought we not then to haue ſo much the moꝛe 
great care and feare ol God, and ſo much the moꝛe haue a 

Aeneid. 1. great regard to thinke of our conſcience. If you ſtand not in 
feare of men (ſaid one in Virgil) nor the Weapon of vali- 
ant men, yet feare the Gods. Oꝛ as S. Auguſtine ſaid bet⸗ 
ter. Stand you in feare ofnothing, feare God? 

Thirdly the pꝛomiſe that God hath made vs, to be vicoꝛi⸗ 
ots auer our enemies, if we be vertuous, godly, and holy: and 
| bis thꝛeat ts the contrary. If you walke in myne ordinances 

Leuit. 26.7 ſaſth the Loꝛd, you ſhall chaſe your enemies, and they hall 
tall before you vpon the ſu ord. Fiue of you {hall chaſe an 
— = d an hundred of you ſhall put ten thouſand to 
flight. 

Deut. 28.17 Like wiſe, If thine enemies come vppon you one way, 

Leu. 26.17. they jhiall flye before you an hundred wates. And to the 
contrarp: If you ſhall difpiſe and tranſgreſſe mine ordi- 
nances, ſaith he, Iwill ſet my face againſt you, and ye ſhall 
fall before your enemies, and ye itil] flye beyng purſued 

Deu 28.25 ofnone. Likewiſe, the Lord jhall make you fall before 

your enemies: ye thall come out one way againſt them, 
and flye ſeauen waies before them. 
And to this ende is the grieuous complaint that God made 

ol his people. I hat my people would haue harkened vnto 

me: for if Iſraell had walked in my wayes, 1ikould ſone 
2 . haue 


Pſal. 87. 
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haue put downe their enemies, and turned mine arme a- 

inf their aduerſaries. The haters of the Lord ſhould 
haue bene found lyers, but the happy time of the godly 
ſhould haue endured for euer. And in another Pſalme. Like 
as the children of Ephraim, which being harneſſed, & ca- 
rying bowes, turned themſclues backe in the day of bat- 
taile: they kept not the couenant of God, and would not 
walke in his law. And the contrary, what hee doth pꝛomiſe 
to ſuch as be of vertuous and godly life, and ſerne the Lozd vn⸗ 
fainedly. The Lord deliuereth the ſoules of his ſeruants, 
and all they that put their truſt in him ſhall not bee de- 
ſtitute. 

And againe in another Pſalme : the hilles ſtande about 

Ieruſalemi: cuen fo ſtandetli the Lord roũd about his peo- 

le, from this time forth for euermore. 

Thus much foz the rules of marfarers, which J thinke moſt 
needefull to bee followed of thoſe which will vſe military pꝛo⸗ 
feſfion, 


Chapter VI, 


Whether it bee lawfull in Chriſtian warres to lay am- 
buſhes, and to vſe pollicy to ſurpriſe the enemy. 


4 Ob we haue this queſtion fo diſcuſſe: if 
2 the warre be iuſt and lawfull, and not des 
ſtitute ot her iuſtice, whether it be lawfull 

Y fo2 chꝛiſtians to vie ſtratagems, artific 

pollicie, ambuſhes, and other ſubtilties t 
ſet vpon the enemy vnawares: J anſwere 
it is, ſo that the pꝛomiſe made be not vio⸗ 
lated, noꝛ piety and godlines offenced. 

Fo? any pꝛiuate perſons they are expꝛelly foꝛbidden to kill 
oꝛ to take any vengeance, bee it openly oz in ſecret: wee haue 
befoze alleadged what God ſayth. Thou ſhalt not kill: thou 
ſhalt not auenge thyne one quarrell. And fo killing in 
ſecret, Gos ſaith allo; if any min _ ſought priuie meanes 
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to kill his neighbour ſecretly, he ought to be put to death. 

2.Sam, 2.8 Therefoꝛe are condemned as murtherers, Ioab, who ſlue Ab. 

20. ner and Amaſa: Tryphon, that flew Antiochus: Alcymus, 

1. Mac. 13. that flew the Jewes : Iſmael, that flew Godolias. And to 

1-Mac-7- verifp this Dauid ſpeaking to God, fayth : Thou ſhalr dif- 

Plalm.; * troy them that ſpeake leafing : the Lord wil abhorre both 
the bloudthirſty and deceitfull man, 

But if one obiect the act of Ahud, who flew Eglon king of 

Iudg. 3. 20. Moab bp a pollicy: o2 that ad of Iaell, whos with a naile and 

Iudg. g. 24 ahammer knocked Siſara in the head, and ſo ſlew him whileg 
be was a fleepe : the anſwere is eaſy, that theſe particular ex, 
amples ought not to be dzawen in conſequence. Foz God hath 
rafſed vp theſe perſonages to execute his iudgement by extra⸗ 
o2dinary manner. And wee muſt vnderſtand this, that their 
actiũs in that matter are iuſt and ercuſable, becauſe God hath 
blefed them, and appꝛoued them by his moſt holy wozd. 

But touching Pꝛinces, Captaines, and officers in wars, 
in actions of their pꝛoper charge, and namelp in exploites of 
warfare : there is a conſideration a part to be made. Foz if it 
be lawfull fo them te take and hang the thicfe,the robber, the 
alſaſionate, and others oflike quality: If they cannot da open 
execution, why map thep not do it ſecreilp by ruſe and psllicp? 
and if this may be done lawfully at home, why not abzoad in 
warrec? 

Aug. li.8.4. Saint Auguſtine was of this minde, and the examples hee 

q.ex cap. 8. alleadged are found in the holy ſcriptures. | 

Ioſ. The childꝛen of Iſrael fighting againſt the Beniamits, coun⸗ 
terfaited to ſlye befoze them, and by this pollicy getting them 
dut a great wap into the campaigne, hauing laped diuers am⸗ 
bulyes againſt their comming,ouerth;ew and flue them eue⸗ 
rp mothers child. 

Ioſua being commannded of God to arme himlelfe againſt 
the towne of Þay, hauing choſen gut thirty thouſand mighty 
and valiant men of warre, cauſed them to appꝛoch the towne 

10. 8. by night, and ſaid vnto them. Behold, you thall lay an am- 
f buſh on the backe fide of the towne : be not farre of from 
tlie cittx, but be all ready. I, and all the people that = 

WIEN 


of chriſtian Warre. 


with me, will approch the city. And whentheruſh out 
againſt vs, as they did at the firſt time, we will flie before 
them: for they will purſue vs till we haue brought them 
a good way out of the citty: for they wil ſay, they fly be 
fore us, as at the firſt time, and we will flye before them: 
but you ſhall riſe quickly out of the ambuſh,and conquer 
the citty, for the Lord God ſhall deliuer it into your 
handes, and fo it came to paſſe. | 

There are many other like examples in the holy Scripfurs 
which pzone manifeftly, that chꝛiſtian pꝛinces e magiſtrates 
map with a ſafe conſcience lap ambuſhes, and vſe pollicies in 
warre, to ſurpꝛiſe and ouertake their enemies. But we mut 
take herde that in ſuch actions nothing be attempted oꝛ dons 
againſt the faith pꝛomiſed, noz againſt godlines and piety, 
Wherefoze herein Cleomenes is woꝛthy to bee condemned, 
who hauing confirmed a truce with the Argians foz 7. daves, 
the third night after ſet vpon them whileſt they were all le- 
ping, and ſo ſlewe and ouerthꝛew them all, alledging foz his 


reaſon, that the truce he concluded, was made but foz p dates, jxoſtileand 
and not fo2 the nightes. This was añ hoſtile ſiibtilty that creache- 
God himlelfe afterwards reuenged. Hiaruly would ener the rous pol- 
painim Cæſar haue done the like: fo2 vppon a time warring licie. 


vppon Ariouiſtus, as he parleed with him, there happened a 
great tumult betweene the two armies, which began thzough 
the fault of Ariouiſtus hoꝛſemen. In this tunit Cæſar per- 
ceined he had great aduantage of his eremy, pet was her ſo 
ſcrupulous, oꝛ of fo god conſcience, would not take 
that aduitage , fearing lef he ſhould haue bin ſald afterwards 
to haue gone againſt the law of armes. And it bateth not 
here to bing in the counſel and pollicy that Lyſander giueth: 
that is: ifthe ſkinne ofthe Lion will not ſerue, to ſow vn- 


to it a peece of the Foxes ſxinne: Fo2 wee mult put a di⸗ I. 1. D. de 
ſtinction betwixt ſubtilty and treachery . Treachery is al- dolo malo. 


waies fozbiddenx condemned as not lawfull to be vſed. W ho 


hath once loſt his faith (faith Sencca) hath nothing more 


to loſe: and Cicero ſaith, by twovaies is iniury offered: Cicoffic.t- 


either by force, ot frawde ;frawde is proper to the Foxe, 
; Fr force 
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force to the Lyon; both ought to be far from a man, but 
frawdought alwaies to be had in deteſtation. 

Heare a wathy ſentence, wozthy alſo a chꝛiſtian man, pet 
ſpoken by a pagan. He ſaith mozeouer, that faith or pro- 
miſe made is not to bee violated to ardes the very e- 
nemy. 

Do then let the chiele captaines and guides at warre make 
no difficulty to vſe pollicy, and ruſe of warre, to ſurpꝛiſe and 
take their enemies at aduantage, if it be poſſible: ſa that by 
no meanes they violate their pzomile giuen, noz falſifp their 


2 o 


faith by any treachery oꝛ hoffility. 


Chapter VII. 


Oft the reſolution that men of Warre and Souldiers 
ought to haue, eiilier to liue or die when they 
come to battaile. 


here reftcth one point vet to bee han. 
dled; concerning the reſolution: that 


— 


* 

men at armes ought to haue in mar⸗ 
tial atfaires: and without all doubt, 
T recolution in all thinges may do very 


actions require a god bart ot their pas 

. K tients; befoze they miniſter vnto them 
any phiſicke, to the end their good hart and reſolution may 
helpe them ſoner to reconer health, and ſupply-fo2 fault of me⸗ 
dicme. I ſap then that the pzincipall part of the wiſedome 
ofa warrier confiſteth in this wholly , that he reſolue himſelle 
in any wife not to ſeare death: and in this point do not onely 


all the ſectes of Philaſophers renesunter, but alſo all the wats 


tings of the learned diuines agree, in erhoꝛting vs to contenme 
and diſpiſe death . The remedy of the vulgar ſoꝛt againſt the 


-  feare and appꝛehenſion of death is; not to thinke ol it, but 19 
receine the deaths wound without thinking oꝛ * 
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much. And that is the cauſe whp Phi ⸗ 


of chriſtian Warre: 
Pet Caius Iulius the noble Romane did not ſo, fo2 being con- 
demned to die by Caligula, enen when the execntioner held 
vp his hand to ſtrike or his head, a certaine Philoſopher aſked 
him: Mel Caius, tell me, whereupon doſt thou thinke now? 
I thought (ſaith he) in my ſpirit to be ready and watchfull, as 
neere as J could, to fee tfin this inſtant of death ſo ſhoꝛt and 
ſodaine, could perteiue the dillodging of my ſoule, and to ſer 
whether ſhe had any feeling oꝛ perteiuing of her owne going 
foꝛth of my body o2 not. The dangers, of warre do rep2e- 
ſent vnto vs inderde death very ſodaine and hoꝛrible. But 
death commeth ſodainly alſo vppon vs, when we line at grea⸗ 
teſt quiet, and in our derpeſt delicacies, as ſome haue verp wel 
noted in theſe examples following. 8 ES. 
Acertaine Duke of Bꝛitanny was ftiffled in the pꝛeſle of 
people at Pope Clements entering into Lyons. One of the 
kings of France was flaine ſodainly at tilt. Aeſchiles was 
knot in the head with the ſcale ofa Toꝛtiſe, that fel out of the 
beake of an Eagle flying in p aire: another was choked with 
the kernell of a raiſin ſticking in his throat, another with a 
haire, another died with the pꝛicke of a needle in his finger. 
One of the Empercurs died with the ſcratch of a combe in 
curling his head. Aemilius Lepidus toke his death by hit- 
ting his foot againſt the thꝛeſhold ol his doze , Caius Iulius a 
Phiſition, applying a plaſter oz ointment to a mans eies that 
was ſicke, death came and cloſed vp his owne eies ſodainly, 
Cornelius Gallus a Judge, Tigillius captaine of the watch 
in Rome, Lewis ſonne to Gui de Gonſague Parguis of 
Mantua, died all thꝛee ſodainly betweene Womens thighes, 
and there was their ende. Theſe examples ſo rife and oꝛdi⸗ 
narie (to the which we map add an infinite ol theſe, which be⸗ 
ing well at eaſe and in health, eating, and dꝛinking, euen now 
merily, and within an howꝛe dead) to foztify the exhoztation 
and god counſaile of Homer. 


Twixt hope and hate, twixt anger, care and feare. 
Thinke euery howre thine end of life drawes neare. 


And that was the cauſe that the Egyptians vſed in their 
* F * lea⸗ 
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feaſtinges and banquettings to bzing in among their ielles 
i dye anotomp of a dead mans carkas, to aduertiſe all their 
gueſtes thereby the better to remember their end. 

Now il in the middeſt of our greateff iollities and pleaſures, 
lining in peace, wee ought to repꝛeſent befo2e our cies the J- 
mage of death, in open ſight and not with a courtaine : What 
thould wee then do in time of warre? in time ofcombatting 
and fighting: in time of rencountring and loyning armies: in 
time of affault- in time ofſkirmiſh , and in time of beach? 

The firft day of our birth we beginne to taks our tourney 
towards death. But it is a thing of great impoꝛtãce to know 
whereaboutes in our tournep death will find vs out. The em⸗ 
perour Veſpaian was not ot the mind ol theſe Lechargikes, 
who are ſo dzowſp that they will not be awaked, but dye flee 
ping: but he ſaid, I will die doing ſomething, Ss ought ex 
uerp vertuous man fo do: wee are boꝛne to do ſomething , 
therefoze death ſhould finde vs not idle, but doing ſomething : 
but that which we do ought to be honeſt, godlp, and holy. We 
are daily occupyed in thinges that the body might be without 
wel pnongh: pet we do nothing but turne round like a wheele 


in vanities and ſaperfluities. We eate,we dzinke, we flepe : 


and againe we ſlerpe, we dzinke, wee eate a great deale moze 
then would ſerue our turne : and ſo we do nothing but turns 
round in this wheele of pleaſure and voluptuouſnes. But wes 
ought to haue ſome care and conſideration of our ſtate and vgs 
cation wherin we line, to exerciſe and vle that: and being bus 
fied therein, ſhould our death come bpon vs and finde vs occus 
pied: and our action being honeſt, vertuons 4 godly, no doubt 
but it pteaſeth God wel.Andno doubt ſuch is the action in our 
fate and vocation, that weererciſe in iuſt and lawfull warre, 
and namely, when it is made foz Gods cauſe and quarrell,and 
loꝛ the defence ol his Churrh under chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces: ſo that 


if we dye in warre , we are no leſſe martirs of our Sauiour 


Jeſus Chꝛiſt, then are ſome of our bꝛethꝛẽ who haue bin bur⸗ 
ned, do wned and maſſacred cruelly befoze our awne eies,foz 
the cauſe ol Gods true laith and religion. 

Our lite bath it limits, no man dieth rr 
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all men pꝛolong not their liues alike, noꝛ with like diſpoſition 
as did the Muſitian Xenophilus , who liued in perfes health 
an hundꝛed and ſixe yeares, hauing neuer in all that ſpace the 
leaſt appꝛehenſton of any mallady oꝛ paine. Mee dye with⸗ 
out any exception all, either pong oꝛ old. The time befoze we 
were boꝛne was none ol ours, nether is that time any ol ours. 
that commeth after our death. 
There is nothing moze certaine then death, and nothing 
moꝛe vncertaine then the howze and moment ol death, death , , 
is common to all and no man may auaide it. At is but a kinde Thefz 
ol ficepe. It is the period and laſt degree of all miſeries and tra- Apo. 14 13 
nels of this life , ſaith Saint Iolin. It is our laſt paine, ſaith 
Lucan, Ok others it is called the ſoueraigne ſelicity ofnature, 
the doꝛe vnto liberty, a ſoueraigne medicine, god fo2 all diſea- 
ſes, the marke whereat all mankinde leuelleth. Why then do 
wee feare it ſo much? Death (faith Hermes ) is as the fall of 
an arrow, and our life is as the time, when it is ſhot out of the 
bob till it light on the ground. 
Dur life is, as it were a pꝛiſon ( ſaith the holy ſcripture) it phil, 1.23. 
is like a pilgrimage, oz a ſhoꝛt voyage, as a vapour which is Gen. 4 7.9 
ſcene a little, and by and by vaniſheth awap , as a ſhadow, 2 Cor. 5-5. 
which palleth away ſwiftly , as an Image, as a puſt of wind, [2-4-7 +- 
as the weauers ſhuttle which glideth though the cloth guick- — _— 
ly, asaflowye that ſwne fadeth,as a ſhadow that followeth a 10h. „ & 
man harde at the heeles, and ſtayeth now here behinde him. 142. 
fUhat is then this moꝛtall life , that wee make ſo much ac- 
compt of it 2 and what is this death that wee ſhould ſo much 
feare it: The very frends ſeme fearcfull to litle childzen, when 
they come befoze them maſked. So plapeth death with vs: 
{oz let vs but plucke the maſke oꝛ viſard from his face, and all 
dꝛead and feare will vaniſh away. Socrates ſaid, that a man 
ſhould not feare death , for death hath in itnone other 
bitternes but onely feare, and the apprehenfion of feare 
that one conceiueth. Thoſe that by ſome violent hap are 
fallen into a ſownd, and thoſe that haue bin moꝛe thenhalfe 
dꝛowned, oz moze then halfe hanged and ſtrangled, may well 
ſap, that inſome reſpec they haue * death in the face, be⸗ 
. Z ug 
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ing ſo necre vnto him as they were, It hath nothing then in 
it that is to be feared: and the reaſon is to be noted, which is 
this: that the ſting of death, which is ſinne, is brought to 
nothing, and that death is the laſt enemy that Chriſt o- 
uercame in his victory: to be bytefe, after death we haue no 
place to be taken hold of by any other miſfoꝛtune. Euen as be- 
koꝛe the comming ol death (as the wiſe man Solon ſaid to A. 
Cræſus) no man can indge aright of our god foꝛtune oz bad, 
by reaſon of the great varieties and changes ol humaine af- 
faires. Foz what is there in this woꝛld permanent and dura⸗ 
ble? Vanity ot vanities (ſaith the ſage Salomon) and all is 
ut vanity. 

Democritus finding the ſtate of kt;maine actions to bee 
vaine and ridiculous, mocking and grinning, was wont to 
laugh alwaies when he came abꝛoad into any company. He- 
raclitus finding the ſame condition moſt w2etched and mile- 
rable , had ſome pitty with him, and wept alwates bitterly. 
Diogenes came ſomewhat neere the humour of the firſt, foz 
hee was ſafe rowling vp and downe in his tonne, made none 
accompt of wozldly riches, eſteemed not any whit of the pomp 
and magnificence of men, whom hee made accompt to bee, as 
it were flies, oꝛ as it were bladders ſull of wind. Jt is our beft 
enecreft way then (il God haue ſo oꝛdained it) topaſſe quick- 
ly the laſt pace, that wee may bee happy in heauen, alter our 
terreſtre pilgrimage. The marchant wil he be ſo2y to arriue 
at a city whither hee hath long trauelled, taking great daies 
iourneies foꝛ his traſſike: and ſhall wee bee ſoꝛp to arriue at 
Death, whither we goe daily following our vocation? The 
Poſt is glad when hee is fafe come home againe to his owne 
being, after hee hath wearted himſelfe with ſo many Poſtes, 
and ridden many a weary iournep. The Pilot is glad foꝛ top 
when he ſtriketh ſaile in the wilhed hauen, after that he hath 
lloted long time in great danger vpon the frothy waues ol the 
welling Sea. The man at armes that runneth fo2 a game 
within the liſtes, is glad when hee commeth at the end of his 
rate, to cary away the ringe, and win the pꝛice of the game: 
And the ſouldier ſhall he ſuffer himſeife to be ſluggiſh with ſad⸗ 

nes 
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nes and feare, when he ſhall ſer himlelfe in the middeſt of the 
battaile, 02 in the middeſt of any other exploit, to ſe himielfe 
end his life honoꝛably: ſo as God hath appointed him-2 

Me read that among the Romans Brutus, the two Decij 
and ſome others: and among the Greekes Codrus , king of 
Athens, T hemiſtocies,and others who killed themſelues fo2 
none other reaſon, but fo2 the benelyt of their countrie. And 
ſhall we make ſo great difficulty in farre moꝛe lawful and iuſt 
vocation then they: pet not giuing our olun ſelues our deaths 


wound, and not haſtening our hower by any rathnes,toloke - 


death in the face , and to pull him by the collar in one battaile, 
foz the gloꝛy of God, and loꝛ the defence of our owne patrie: 
If wee die in ſo famous a place, and foꝛ ſo iuſt a cauſe, how 
much lee tragicall and moꝛe honoꝛable ſhall our death ber, 

then the death ol thoſe pagans was: Pythagoras was wont 

to ſay, that it was better to die with honoꝛ then to liue with 

ſhame: and thercfoze vppon a time eſpying a ſouldier which 
ran from the fight , he ſaid vnto him: thou delt very ill fel- 
low to flie from an honorable death, to liue with diiho- 
nour and thame, - . 


It is very true (as Socrates ſaid) that we onght nat to 


make ſmall accompt of our enemies, and ſtand in feare of the. 
Fo? (ſaith he) be they neuer ſo few and ſimple , but they may 
annoy vseafily , And (as another ſaith) there are no beaſtes 
in the woꝛld ſo much to be feared of men, as men: and againe, 
we ought not to redoubt them lo much, as though they had 
our lines at their deuotion. 

If then we muſt nerdes fight, let vs fight: if we muſt nerds 
die, let vs die like honeſt, god and godly men, honourably in 
our vocation: vet muſt wee take heede that we do not abuſe 


the ſecret counſail of God. It is witten that the Bedonians ne Lord 
à mungrel nation with the Saraz ins, againſt whom the king ofloiauille 


Saint Levis fought in the holy land, beleened firmely, that 

the dayes and howers of euery one were pzefired and counted 

from all eternity, bya certaine pꝛedeſtination ineuitable, ſo 

that they went to warre quite naked, ſauing onely that they 

bad a whyte ſherte to couer w_ body withall, and had no 
| 4 


weapons. 
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weapons but onely euery man a Curtelaſſe after the Cur⸗ 
queſque . That is to abuſe the decre of God himſelfe, and to 
pzepole our igno2ance befoze his knowledge . Fo2 thus ſaith 
the Loꝛd: My thoughtes are not your thoughts, and my 
wayes are not your waies: for as farre as the heauens are 
higher then the earth, ſo far do my waies exceed yours, 
and my thoughts yours. So likewiſe the Turkes ds abuſe 
Fatum, after the manner ol the Stoickes. 

Albeit then that the oꝛdinance of God be the ſoueraigne x 
pꝛincipalleſt cauſe, of all that happeneth in this woꝛld: pet are 
there ſome ſecond cauſes which in their oꝛders ought to come 
in cõſideration, ſering that God himſelle doth ſometimes ſerue 


himſelle there with. and will alſo that we vſe them. Then no 


man ought to ſap: If J ſhalldie with this harquebuzado, oꝛ 
with this cannon- hot J ſhall die: if I ſhall not die, then J 
ſhall not die. J cannot haſten my death, although J thzuft 
my ſelle vpon mpne enemy, neither can J dꝛiue it any further 
off, although J recoile and runne awap. Mo, that is a temp⸗ 
ting ol God, and to meddle with his iudgement, which is al⸗ 
together vnknowen to vs: and ſuch temerity falleth not out 
fo well to euerv one, as it did to Iaſon Phereus, of whom it 
is repoꝛted, that hauing an apoſtume in his bꝛeaſt, and being 
abandoned of all phiſitions and ſurgeons, as one paſt care ma- 
king none other accompt but to die, ran headlong in a battail 
amongeſt the thickeſt thꝛong of his enemies, and by great 
chance had a wound cleane ouerthwart his body, ſo full vpon 
the place of his apoſtume, that by and by it bꝛake out of him: 
not long after was healed. This was in him not god koꝛtune, 
(as one, would ſap) but the eſpeciall fauour of God, who di⸗ 
rected his aduiſe againſt his intention, and co2rectcd it. 

J do not ſap, but if the occaſions of warre require that one 
ould ſtand faſt and ſtrong againſt the harquebuzadoes and 
cannon- hot, it were very vnſeemelp, and cowardly done to 
dowke like a ducke, to voltige, oꝛ runne hether and thether, oz 
to range to the quarter foꝛ feare of a blow : but plant hiniſelfe 
and ſtand full in the Cannons mouth, oꝛ to hazard himſelfe to 
farre nere the play of the harquebus, raſhlp and _ dif- 

cretion, 
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tion, is to ouerpaſſe and goe beyond the lawes and rules of 
manlp reſolution and conffancy. The warriour ought to take 
great herd he be not to raſh, but following his vocation with 
magnanimity of courage ought to bee ſage and well aduiſed, 
to huſbande the time, to take occaſions offered in due time: 
and thereuppon to reſolue himſelſe whatſocuer fall out, life oz 
death to be in the hands of God, in his grace and fanour, and 
fo he ſhall neuer do amiſſe. To that great God ol holtes, 
moſt mighty and puiſſant, perſitly god and wiſe, only the true 
God and the Father of our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, be all 
dominion, power and gloꝛp, now and 
foz euer. Amen. 
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Whether a King or Soueraigne Prince may with a ſate 
coulcience grant tlie combat. 
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he firlt queſtion, touching the fingle 
Combat, that is, betweene two men, to [979 
the end to diſcide and end any matter in f "Ib | 
controuerſie, is this: whether the King . 
=7 92 ſoueraigne ꝛince may grant and ac⸗ 
coꝛd with ſafe conſcience the combat. J 
ſap and hold, he may not, and pꝛoue it by 
theſe reaſons. 
Firſt, becauſe Þ affection of the King oꝛ Pꝛince, who gran⸗ 1 reaſon, 
teth the combat, can not bee god and right, but contrary to 
charity and to the deuoire of iuſtice and equity: Foz either hee 
hatcth both the combatants , 82 he loueth them both, oꝛ elſe he 
loueth andhateth the ane moꝛe then the other. 191% 
Ik he hate them both ouer and beſydes that he is a murthe⸗ an. 3. 3. N 
rer in his hart, hee doth not well to make them away by ſuch 1 
meanes. Fo2 if the Pꝛince be o2dained of God, but to miniſter 
and execute law and iuſtice, and cannot put to death any but 4 
thoſe whom the law condemneth to die ;andmozeourr, if it ber 4 
not lawfull to reuenge his owne quarrell, not by the way of 1 
S 3 lullic 
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luſtice, (fo2 that the lawſatth ) that a Judge cannot be iudge in 
his obne cauſe : how ſhall it then be lawſull ſoꝛ him to reuenge 
himſclfe by the wap of combat, wherein the innocent and the 
faulty perſon are both alike expoſed to the danger ol death? 

If he loue them both, pet is he cruell towards them, in that 
hee doth not by his abſolute authoꝛity, 02 elſe by arbitratours 
make ſome agreement betwerne them, and take vp the matter: 
ſing it cannot be but a matter of certaine deedes oꝛ woꝛdes, 
thwarting the one oꝛ the other to their diſcontentment: wher⸗ 
of the foliſh woꝛld thinketh, the point of honoz and reputation 
of cuerp man whollp dependeth. 

It he loue oꝛ hate the one moꝛe then the other, it cannot ber 
but that he be tranſpoꝛted with ſome particular affection ⁊ paſ- 
fion. Foz who ſoeuer ſhould ſownd the depth of his hart, might 
well auouch that he would neuer grant the combat, but vppon 
hope, that he whom he affectioned moſt ſhould get the vico2y. 
Che contrary whereof falleth out foꝛ the moſt part, as we ſe& 
+ Is not that then flat againlt the deuoire of charity and 
Fulkice. 

The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe the combat is ſometime gran- 
ted to the great pꝛeiudice of the innocent: fo2 conſidering the 
Pꝛince is oꝛdained fo2 the common god of euerp one, and that 
by the deuotre of iuſtice, he ought alwayes to defende the inno⸗ 
tent: why doth he then put him in ieopardie ol his life ,geuing 
as well to the culpable perſon, as vnto him, equatl weapons, 
and equall power to kill who can, the other? And ſo himſelle is 
not he guilty and culpable of homicide by the lawes 2 Moꝛea⸗ 
ner ſceing the perſon culpable, hath oftentimes the vpper hand, 
and pꝛeuaileth, and ſignally becauſe of his aduantage, if he haue 
choiſe of armes befoze the other, followcth it not then thercup⸗ 
pon, that the combat is contrary to the deuoire of iuſtice: 

This reaſon is alledged in the Decretals. De purg. vn! g. 
Cap. 1. 

Che third reaſon is, that albcit the culpable be ouercome and 
zine, neuertheles in the execution of him the Pꝛince hath gone 
u e bevand the baznes of iuſtice. Fo2 the teuvtre of iuſtice re- 
quireth that thut he arecmploped {op the execution ant pu⸗ 


nich 
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niſhment of offenders, ſhould bee void ol all hate, and free from 

all defire of reuenge : in fo much that when a Judge hath con- 

demned a tranſgreſſoz to die, hee ought not to deliuer him into 

the handes of ſuch an hangman , whom hee knoweth alſuredly 

to be his ſwozne and p2ofeſſed enempe, and wiſheth in his hart 

nothing elle but to take vengeance el him by executing him to 

death. Now the Pꝛince that doth accoꝛde and grant the com- 

bat, doth he not as much; fo2 to whom doth he deliuer the cul⸗ 

pable perſon to haue his puniſhment : is it not to the fury and 

choler of his aduerſarie partie, that is inmocent ; ſoꝛ he map bee 

aſſured, that both of them be pnffcd vp with anger, gnawed in⸗ 

wardly at the hart withenup , # theuſt fozward headlong with 

a tonging deſire to be reuenged. Pozeouer ifthe innorentchance 

to kill the eulpable, is it not flat againſt all lawful and right pꝛo⸗ 

ceeding, that 2 Pꝛince ſhould make him exerutioner in his owne Cu 25. 
quarrell: Then this is no moze to bee called iuſtice, but re- q. ; de oc- 
nenge⸗ f cid. 

The fourth reaſon is, becauſe the Pzince would puniſh him 4 reaſon. 

that ſhould be culpable, as it were by aduenture oꝛ chance med 

lie, in reſpect al the Pꝛince. Foz although the iſſue ol all com- 

bats, as alſo of all other thinges dependeth vppon God onely: 

pet lo it is, that the Pꝛinte, who doth take vppon him to ap⸗ 

point and commaund them, without knowing at all rightly the 

cauſes of both, who-hath right oz wong, appointeth and com⸗ 
maundeth them by chaunce and aduenture. And J pꝛay vou, 

what elſe map a man call that, but fo tempf God ( as the holy 

Canons affirme, 4 foliſhly and rafhly ta haue Gad ſhew mira⸗ Cauſa z q- 
cles at our appetite. Foꝛ is it not to tempt God, to attempt by 4. Ci · Mo- 
combat to knows what God will haue done of this man oz — 
that mau, cleane contrary to al eme and order of inſfice2? 2.05005" 

I tonclude, that ſeeing tuffice ought to giue euery man his 

alone, and that it ought not to be adminiſtred by chance oz ads 

venture, but with god and ſuflicient knowledge of euery cauſe, 

and bp that which we haue already alledged, is ſuffictently pꝛo⸗ 

ued that the combat is againſt theſe point: it followeth then 

that the Pzince , whois miniſter ol iuſtice, cannot with a gov 
coneience grant the combat.to bote ur controrerſybetweens 
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de cla two, And that isy cauſe why it is in erpꝛeſſe and p laine termes 
Jiat. l. i. lib. defended and pꝛohibited, as well in the eccleſiaſticalllawes , as 
x1.de purg. in the cull, 
vulg. per 
totum. 


Chapter 3 


Arguments whereby ſome ma Anime ch the King or 
Prince ſoueraigne may grant the combat; anckt the 
refutation thereof. 


Irſt they lap, that y king oꝛ ſoueraigne 
Pꝛince, is a law vnto himſelfe and vnto 
his ſubiectes, and thereloꝛe, betauſe her 
will diſcide and auoide any different in 
this ſoꝛt by combat, hee map, and will 
do it with iuſtice. J make anfwere that 
i the Ning oꝛ Soueraigne P2ince is nat 
8 God, but a man, who ought to confeſſes 
Nom. f;. 4. and acknowledge himſelfe to be but a leruant of God, as the ho⸗ 
ly Scripture calleth him. 

It is molt true, that whatſoeuer God will haue done is moſt 
iuſt, becauſe it is God that will haue it ſo: but that which the 
King 02 Pꝛince will haue done, if it be tuff. it muſt be ſo befoꝛe 
he will to haue it done. F092 if it bee iuſt, "it is iuſt not fo; that 

he will haue it ſo but fo? that it is iuſt of it owne ſelfe,and agrer 

+ able to the will of God. 

Plutin the Anaxarchus (as Plutarcke reciteth ) ſaide vnto Alexan- 
— of A- ger vppon a time being very heauy loꝛ the death or his friende 
an. Jlitus, whom he had ſlaine a litle beſoꝛe with his owne hands: 
that Themis and iuſtice ſit as hard by kinges ſides, as they 
did by Jupiters ſide, to confirm that incontinent,th at they 
thought good of: but it ts farre otherwiſe , foz Themis and 
Tuſtice fit vppon the toppe ofinges heades, to puniſh them il 
they violate the maieſty of their lawes. Thereloꝛe farre vn⸗ 
Leſceming kinges and Soueraigne pꝛintes is that tyꝛannicall 
Id» myjnat ſaping ofthe godwile to her huſband in the Po⸗ 
E et 
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irt Iuuenall. Sic vole, ſic ĩubeo, fet pro ratione voluntas: i. So Iuuenal. 
I will, and ſo I commaund, my will ſhall ſerue for law and Sat. s. 


reaſon. | 

Secondly they ſap, that God doth direc and guide all things 
fo their right end, and that he that is vanquiſhed, ſhould be ban⸗ 
guithed, as hee that is alſo victo2; ſhould alſo bee victoz. Jan- 
were, that here we do not ſpeake of the ſecret toumſaile ol God, 
but of that which God hath of his owne wil reuealed vnto vs in 
his wozd. Foz albeit that God diſpoſeth e gouerneth all things, 
and that nothing ber done againſt his will: pet ſo it is, that hee 
bath pꝛeſcribed certaine rules in his wozd, and eſpecially foz the 
oꝛder of iuſtice, within the irreuocable limits whereof, hee bin- 
deth and commaundeth vs to containe ourtclues: otherwiſe the 
enoꝛmeſt crymes and ryots, as are pꝛiuie and wilfull murders, 
robberies, empopſonings, inceſtes, parritides, rapes, and all 
kind of trahiſons ſhall be excuſable by this reaſon, that God gui⸗ 
deth and directeth all things to their right end, and that nothing 
is done againſt his will, 11 

They ſay moꝛeouer, that the Pꝛinte can not, noꝛ may not 
take vy the matter betweene theſe two, noꝛ diſcide the different 
but by the combat. J anſwere, inderde hee cannot, becauſe hee 
will nat. Foꝛ what may the matter in controuerſp bee? foꝛfoth 
the one hath ſpoken ſome woꝛds of repꝛoch to the other, where⸗ 
in hee hath touched his honour: oꝛ reputation. And the other 
hath giuen him the lie: oꝛ elſe the one hath outragioully abuſed 
him, in beating oꝛ hurting him. And the other will be reuenged 
of him, x be euen with him, üghting man to man at the ſharpe. 
In ſumme, the one hath abuſed and pꝛouoked the other: and the 
other to maintaine his reputation and honour, hath repaied, oz 
will repay miſchiele foz miſchiele, euill foꝛ euil, and one iniurp foz 
another. In this caſe why map not the Pꝛince cauſe iuſtice to 
ſcanne the cauſe, and commaund them both to referre their cot 
trouerſie to the iudgement thereof? | 

Chey alledge further, that the iudges and officers of iuſtice 
tan not tell what to do in this caſe : when hee, who hath giuen 
diners wozds of diſgrace and repꝛoch to another, being the ac- 
cuſant ſaith,and will maintaine foꝛ 1 life, that he hath ſapd the 

truth, 
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Lea Corn. 
de iniur. 
Lex Corn. 
de falſis. 
Iuris conſ. 


Prou. 22.1. 


Pro. 10.12. 


AD iſcourſe 


truth. Pet he is deſtitute ofſufficient witnes to pꝛoue his accu⸗ 

ſation to be true. What ſhall then theſe Judges do here; they 

can not condemne the party accuſed by the lawes, becauſe itis 

neceſſary the accuſatour ſhould haue ſome witnes. J anſwere 
that if the Judges may not condemne the party accuſed, foz that 
paccuſant is able to pꝛodute no witnes, yet may theycondemne 
the accuſcr fo2 a calummiatoꝛ and a ſlanderer: fo2 there are mas 
ny god lawes made fo2 calumniatoꝛs, ſycophants and falſe ac⸗ 
cuſcrs, accoꝛding to their default and oflence, to cauſe them to 
take hrede how they offend therein. And J pꝛay you tell mee, ts 
it but a ſmall crime to take away from a man his god fame and 
name, the which (as ſaith Salomon) we ought to ſet moze ſtoꝛe 
' by, then by all the tfeaſures andriches of the wozld. 

They reply againe , that the accuſant may haue ſpoken no- 
thing but a troth, and that his accuſation being iuſt, the judges 
ſhould do him iniury to puniſh: him. J anſwere that the accuſa⸗ 
tour cannot excuſe himſelle, hut that he is a calumniatoꝛ, foꝛ that 
he doth cleane againſt the deuoire of charitpe. Fo2 if hee haue 
ſpoken that which is falſe, and burdened him with a lie, he ts a 
manifeſt ſprophant, and a malicious ſlanderer. And therefo2e 
deſeructh wel to be puniſhed acco2dingly as the lawes ſet down, 
If be ſayd truly in his accuſation, pet offendeth hee againſt cha- 


rity (which couereth the multitude of ſinnes) in diſcloſpng that 


which is ſecret and vnknowen, and ſuch a one ought to be re- 


puted fo2 an iniurious perſon, and a backbiting flanderer , Foz 


he is not onely to be accompted and holden an iniurious perſon 
and llanderer, that falflp accuſeth another, but he alſo that re⸗ 
pꝛocheth a man with any ſecret falt, to defame and hurt him. 
And therefoze in ſo much that hee doth accuſe him, not of any 
god meaning towards him to redꝛeſſe him, but ol an ill will to 


L. Si ps defame hum if he conld, he ought to haue ſuch puniſhment inflic 


viam 
iniuriis. 
L. Vni. C. 


dle famoſ. 


bet 


ted him as the lawes haue appointed. 

To conclude , thep bꝛinge againſt vs the famous combate 
fought by Dauid and Goliah, ſpoken of in the holy ſcriptures, 
J anſwere them, that it is but one particular erample, which 
map not be dꝛawen in conſequence: foz God hath raiſed vp Da- 


uid to execute his iudgement by an extraoꝛdinarp * = 
$ 


— — 


— 


of ſingle Combat. Fi 7 1 


belpdes, it was enemy againſt enemy, foz the ſeruice ol all the . Wi 
common people. But it was nothing like theſe pꝛiuate quar- | jt | 
rels betweene two men, which line vnder one and the ſame pol- 4 
lip, and vnder the ſame lawes, where the Pꝛince commaim⸗ 1 
deth them to auoide their differente by the fingle combat, man 1 
to man. 14H 
Chapter III. | \ 1 "Pi 
Of the Combat vadertaken by priuate authority. 1 
Come now to another caſe, whichis: if the 11 
2 al Combate ve not lawfull when it is gran- 1 | 
ted by the pꝛince oꝛ ſoueraigne magiſtrate, T4 
much lelle is it lawfull, when it is vnder - 37 
twoke by pꝛiuate men, without the authozt- TAY 
tp of their ſuperiour gouernour . Foz all Lad 
==» =) vengeance taken by pzinate authoꝛity, is BP 
| condemned, as a thing contrarp to the pꝛo⸗ Wit. 
lellion of Chailtians. 5 Ln 
| Pet the Combat wheroinſecondpart-takers are adnutted, 1 
| (sleſſetollerable , and farre moꝛe vninſf, Foz what equity is . 
this: A man pꝛaieth his friend to tall one to the combat with a 171 
ſecond: he accepteth the combat, and deſireth a friend of his to 10 
ſecond him: his friend agreth to be his ſecond. It falleth out of- s 5 0 
ten that both theſe arc friendes, and peraduenture of kinne , oz ; ka 
| elſealliancedby bloud. Notwithſtanding all this, they muſt ; J Gi 
- needes fight, without any reſpect either of amity oz affinity: and | 1 
luch is the ill lucke oftentimes, the one killeth the other, oꝛ elſe 9 0 
both ol them, the one killeth the other befoze they goe from the 5 | 
+ place. By what law of Cod oz man map this combat be iu⸗ 1 
ſtifyed ? What apparence of equity map one ſ in this: but 3, 
bate ¶ that it is manifeſt that all pzinat reuenge is foꝛbidden and con⸗ a . 
mes. denmed, as contrary to the vocation anddeuoire of chziſtians: P 
ohich Wl here the reaſons , | PB Og ue 1 
Da- Firſt y God doth foꝛbid it: Thou ſhalt not kill, ſo faith his 1. i, 
Ard Law: and S. Paul ſaith: Auenge not your lelues, but rather Ezo. 20 15. oY, 
elides ; H 2 giue Rom. 12.1 
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give place vato wrath: foz God bath ſaid: Vengeance is 
mine, and J will repay. 2D 
That we cannot be admitted to be tudges in car owne cauſe, 
Foz that we being blindfolded with a certaine philauty which 
is naturally in euerv man: that is to ſap, with the lone of our 
felues, we ſhould be partiall in indgement, and iudge the right 


{till on our ſpdcs, and the wꝛong to our neighbour. 


That the impatience which is in vs, and the choler which 
doth dominate and beare rule in vs, doth let and diſtemper vs 
ſo much, that we cannot kerpe a meane in the vengeance, that 
we would take ol him that wꝛongeth vs. This reaſon is al- 
ledged by Tertullian in his bwke of Patience. One ſaid, that 
choler ſerued ſometimes in ſid of weapons to vertuc and vali⸗ 
ancie. But another made anſwere, that it was but a mad kind 
of weapon, and ne luly found out: foꝛ wee can ſtirre other wea- 
pons, but this ſtirret; vs. Dur hands handle other weapons, 
but this handleth our handes : we poſſeſſe other weapons, but 
this poſſeſſeth-vs . Therefoze one of the Catoes ſaid very wel 
and wiſely, that anger o2 choler did blind much the vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, that it could net diſcernc x know the verity of any thing, 
and did let it ſo much, that it knew not how to kepe a meane 
in giuing any chaſtiſemẽt o2 puniſhment to any body. And that 
was the reaſon why Charillus the Pacedontan ſaid vpona 
time to one Elote, who behaued himſelfe to to ſawcelp and ir⸗ 
reuerently towards him: by the Gods (ſaith he) if J were not 
angry I ſhould kill ther now pꝛeſently. 

That vengeante appertainetb vnto God only. Vengeance 
is mine (ſaith he) and 1 will repay, - Therefore it followeth, 
that whoſoeuer doth reuenge himſelfe, committeth ſacriledge, 
appꝛopꝛiating vnto himſelle that, which belongeth by right vn⸗ 
to God himſelle. | 4 

That ſeeing the w2ong that our neighbour doth, happeneth | 
not without the p:outdence of God, it is not lawful foz vs tore- 


of ſingle Combat. 
vnto God) as we pardon them that treſpaſſe againſt vs. 

Ulhat ſay we there elſe; but that we offer him vp our ſoules 
volde ok all rancour and vengeance?” | _. | 

But if it be not lawful foꝛ the ciuil magiſtrat, to put to death 
the tranſgreſſoꝛ, without giuing him befoze ſome time and lei⸗ 
ſure to repent himſelfe, foꝛ feare left hee deſtroy the ſowle with 
the body: how ſhall it be lawfull foz a pꝛiuate man to reuenge 
hunſelfe of his neighbour, by endangering v291 a ſodaine both 
his body ard.fowle - If he whohatcth his neighbour be a mur- 
thercr, how ſhall not he be one, that hating his neighbour , lil⸗ 
teth vp his hand to be reuenged of him: 

But if he kill hum outright, that is the greateſt effenceof all, 
fo2 the miſchiefe is maruelloully aggrauated. Who ſo ſhed- 


deth the bloud ofa man ( faith the Loꝛd in his law) by man Sen. 9. 4. 
{hall his bloud bee ſhed alſo. Likewile: V ee ſhall take no Num. 35. r 


price for the life of the murtherer, whois wicked, worthy 
to die, but let him die the death. And a litle after: See that 
yce pollute not the land herein you dwell: for bloud de- 
ty leth the land, and the land can none otherwiſe be clen- 
{ed of the bloud that is ihed, but by the bloud of him that 
hath ſhed bloud. And in the Goſpel, All they that ſhall take. 


the ſword, ſhall periſh withthe ſword, And againe: Ifany Nat. 5. 53 
man kill with the ſword, he muſt be killed with the ſword Apoc.ʒ. 10 


But ſee, here is a ſaping moꝛe fearfull x hoꝛrible then theſe: 
The murtherer thall not inherit the kingdome of God, 
And as foꝛ him, who is ouercome in combat, and ſlaine, what 
b:aue and noble reſolution will excuſe him: The Death of Ca- 
to Vticenſis (no diſpleaſure to the iudgement and opinion of 
y popular) who made a hole into his owne belly with his ſwozd, 
and pulled out his bowels with his owne handes, to the end hee 
would not fall into his enemy Cæſars hande, cannot be excuſed 
by the woꝛd of God, the onely rule of our actions (no diſpleaſure 
alſo to companies of luſty cutters and ſwaſhbucklers, that fol- 
low our fence plaiers) hee that loſeth his life in a ſingle com: 
bat fo2 his one quarrell, and to pleaſe andfatiſfy the motions 
sf his owne mind, is nomoze to be excuſed. then the other was: 
fo; all taſt of vertue is taken away * action, nether * 
; 3 . 
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94 A Diſcourſe 

it be named by the title of magnaninuty and conſtancy. 
One demaunded Cæſar vpon a time, what death he thought 

Plur. in the the belt to bee deſired: That whichis belt thougůt ol befaze 


life of ul, 
Cæſar. 


(faith he) and the ſhoꝛteſt. But the Chꝛiſtian may not alto⸗ 
gether allow this anſwere. Foꝛ if we haue not leiſure to thinke 
of our death carneſtly beloꝛe hand, and with a perſit mind, and 
ſtedfaſt vnderſtanding to loke it full in the face, euen then when 
it commeth neere vs to ſtrike vs: with what conſcience can we 
reſolue to receiue it, when it commeth vppon vs inderde? Now 


theſe which dye in combate, hauing their minde purpoſed and 


bent to reuenge, to kill and ſlay, hauing their deaths blow on a 
ſodaine, ſo farre are they from hauing any leiſure to pꝛemedi⸗ 
tate of their death, as contrartwiſe they are eger and haſty to 
caſt themſelues headlong into the nets of death, euen as a mau 
ſhould runne blindfold into the ſea. 

Ser, J haue alledged reaſons ſufficient againſt pziuatere- 
uenge, the which is moꝛe agreeable to p nature ofb2ute beaſts 
then of reaſonable men, Foz bꝛute beaſtes be deſtitute of rea⸗ 
ſon, to pꝛoſecute their right, and haue no ſuperisur to do them 
iuſtice: and to this purpoſe did Socrates anſwere a clown, that 
in his anger had ſtroke him on the fote,Jf 3 were an Aſſe(ſaith 


he) Z ſhould kicke againſt thee. Moꝛeouer how many troubles 


hath this deſire of vengeance in it ſelfle? what paines and vexati⸗ 
ons doth it require of vs: How miſcrable is the thirſt of reuẽge: 
how hurtfullis the atchicuing thereof? She maketh thee take 
no quiet reſt in thine houſe , and thou haſt no allurance to bee in 
the fieldes: fhe toſſeth ther with continuall cares, ſhe toꝛmen⸗ 
teth the with ten thouſandfeares , ſhee carricth thp indgement 
and reaſon cleane ont of their p2oper ſeats , and playeth the tv⸗ 
rant ouer them. Mhen thou thinkeſt thy ſelle ſafcft, then ſhee 
thꝛeatneth thee moſt : ſhee is impoꝛtunate with thee, ſhe gnaw- 
eth thee to the hart, ſhe dcuoureth thee. Why then doſt thou 
ſuffer her to harbour in thy bzeaſt? why doft thou giue place to 
her violence, to incurre thy finall diſtruction and vndoing, theu 
decciueſt thy ſelfe if thou thinke by her meancs to atchieue any 
henoꝛable oꝛ vertuous act. The honour that is wonne bp her, 
hath an ill ground, and that vertue chould be vaine, and of (mall 
accompt 
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accompt, that taketh recommendation from ſo vile a paſſion of 


iuſt actions to purchaſe and winne their honour, and to be wit - 
neſſes ſufficient of the pꝛaiſe of vertue. 

{3ononr is a thinge to pꝛetious, and vertue a thinge fo no⸗ 
ble of it ſelfe , to depend of a ſuperfluous humour, ſo baſe and vi⸗ 
lanous, as the deſire of vengeance is. 


Chapter T1T1T. 


The reaſons of thoſe that juſtify the combat vnderta- 
ken by priuat men to bee lawtull, and the refuta- 
tion thercot. 


At thou wilt make anſwere, and ſay : 


aT this man hath iniured and pꝛouoked 
x 8 Sy me firlk, and thercfoze muſt J ne&des 


* e all him foꝛth to bee rduenged of him, 
© A ) and to bee euen with him. J anſwere 1 
* EA the with that, that our Sauiour Jeſus 1 
8 Y Ch:iſthath ſaid: that we ſhould not Mat. 5: 38. FB 
K requite euill for euill, nor one iniu- - : | 


rv for an other. But to the contrary : loue your enemies 
(ith he)blefſe them that curſe you: do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which hurt and perſecute you, 
be of a pacient mind(ſatth S. Paul) forbearingione another: 
Ifany man haue a quarrell againſt another, as Chriſt for- 


tuth ſuffered for vs, leauing vs an ex1mple that yee ſhould 
follow his ſteps, which did not ſinne, neither was there a- 
ny guile found in his mouth, who when he was reuiled, re- 
wled not againe : when hee ſuffered iniury, hee threatned 
not, but committed the vengeance to him that iudgeth 
righteouſly. By theſe commumdements, and by this exam- 
ple of our S uiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, patience and ſufferance is 
ſtraitty eniopned vs, and all pꝛiuate reuenge abſolutelp and ex⸗ 
Þ 4 pꝛelly 
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the mind. Wiſe men haue alwaves ſet befoze themſelues moꝛe 


| 
Col.3.12. wt tf 


gaue you, euen ſo do ye. AndD, Peter faith : Ieſus Chriſt | pet. 2. at. 
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pꝛeliy ſoꝛbidden. | | 
Thon ſapeſt that this man oz. that man bath firff pzonoked 
and iniuried thee. J allow that to be true: but wilt thou do miſ⸗ 
Tert. lib de Chiefe as well as he? Fo2 as Tertullian ſaith: what difference 
patient. is there betwerne the firſt pꝛouoker and the reuenger, but that 
the one beginneth to do miſchtefe , and the other followcth by 
and by. Dion was reſolued in that matter: his friendes vppon 
—— the q time exhoꝛted him to be reuenged on Heraclides and Theo- 
ile of Pio. qetes, of whom hee had receined ſome imurie: But he made 
them anſwere . It may not be, that Dion by choler ſtaine 
his vertue. True it is, the lawes of men ſay, it is more iuſt 
to be reuenged of an iniury offered, then to ofter aniniury: 
albeit nature it ſelfe ſheweth that both do proccede tram 
the ſelfe ſame inſirmity. 

J ſay moꝛeouer, that thoſe which take reuenge, retzuiting e⸗ 
will foz euill, doe redouble the miſchicfe, and (as Origines 
ſaith) do ſlime moꝛe grieuouſly then they, who were the firſt 
pꝛouskers. Foz it may be that the firſt pꝛauokers haue offen- 
ded by inconſideration and vnawares either not knowing, that 
the hurt oꝛ iniury that they did, was hurt oꝛ iniurp, 02 not kno⸗ 
wing that it was ſo great and hainous as it was: which they, 

that to be reuenged do miſchiele, by no meanes can pꝛetend. 
Thou obiecteſt pet, that the combat is ſtill vſed now adatcs 
amongeſt them who follow the warres, and make pꝛoleſſion 
of armes. Cuſtome and time haue bꝛought it to this paſſe, thou 
ſaieſt. J anſwere, that the matter is not alike in combat, as it 
is in money oꝛ coine, in the putting away whereof, we care no 
moꝛe foꝛ the weight and valour of the peece, but euerv man ta- 
keth it fo2 ſo much as it is currant, accoꝛding to the common 
palour and appꝛobation thereof , we ſpeake no moꝛe of the va- 
luc, but of the vſe . But what if in Lacedemonta it be lawfull 
to picke and ſteale: ſhal it be then wel done to picke and ſteale? 
In Germany and in Switzerlande they vſe very much dꝛon⸗ 
kennes : tis honeſt then foꝛ a man to be dꝛonken. At Rome # 
in diuers other places, where the common ſtewes are pet ſul⸗ 
fered, the cuſtome + vſage permitteth vacha women to make 


marchandize andp2ofit of their owne bodies, and ſuffereth men 
to 


of ſingle Combat. 

to be naught with them. Thereloꝛe whoꝛedome may not ber 
condemned, Vut J ſay, that nether vſe noꝛ cuſtome, noꝛ time 
can cut of oꝛ derogate any thing from the lawes of God: but 
they all aggravate the offences and ſinnes of men. No vſe map 
giue any ſcope 02 liberty to men to offend, fo2 that were aner- 
rour, and he ts farre deceiued, who to reigle himſelfe well, re⸗ 
gardeth what is accuſtomed and wont to be done, and not that 
which ought to be done. So alſo ther is no pꝛoſcription of time 
able to iuſtify thoſe, who violate the lawes. There is no ap⸗ 
— fo the time: vices are in men, and not in the times and 
ſeaſons. 5 

To what ende then ſayſt thou, do J carry my ſwoꝛd at my 
ſide 2 Thou mapſt weare thy ſwoꝛd at any time, either in time 
of peace, oꝛ in time of warre, not to reuenge thyne owne quar⸗ 
rell: fo thou art no magiſtrate , but to helpe the magiſtrate to 
gouerne and rule the countrie in peace, to repulſe the enemp, 
to ſtop his incurſions, to kœpe him from robbing and ſpoiling 
the Countrey, to chaſe away and baniſh vices farre from thy 
countrie : in ſumme, to defend and maintaine godlines,law , iu⸗ 
ſtice, and the common weale. It thou be a god Chꝛiſtian, doth 
thy ſwoꝛd any thing at all diſpence with ther, from doing the de⸗ 
uoire of god chꝛiſtians:? doth it giue thee any greater pꝛiuiledge, 
then it doth to the marchant oz artificcr , who cary it not to a⸗ 
buſe their vocation; 

Thou wilt ſay then, mine enemy hath called mee foꝛth to 
haue a blow oꝛ two with me, and to fight with m2. Janſwere: 
if thyne enemy will diſtroy the , wilt thou deſtroy thy ſelfe al- 
ſo: if he will offend God, wilt thou offend God as well as her: 
he calleth thee forth to kill thee, and thou wilt goe fo2th to kill 
him. If he called the fo2th, to goe both together to caſt pour 
ſelues downe hcadlong from the top of a tower, oꝛ ef a bꝛidge 
into the water wouldeſt thou follow him, oꝛ goe with him: ra⸗ 
ther conſidering him to be mad, furious, and ont of his wit, and 
thy ſelfe to be Wiſe and wel aduiſed, ſhouldeſt thou not take hede 
of the danger wherein he caſteth himſelfe wilfully 2 Foꝛ know- 


57 


eſt thou not that the danger of one man, pꝛocerdeth commonly S nec epi. 


from another man. Thucke then (faith Seneca) or the danger 0 3. 
= | I tat 


* 
2 : > + IIa a 5 
8 5 1 5 2 
2 2 1 F 2 3 
a 5 5 — Þ a ded I va ö _ 
> 1 * FF : . rg N . 8 . 252 2 1 Pg. * 
wht Tus . 1 — <td 
J ” 4 , 
: * a % 
"If : Ln — £ g wy 8 8 D 2 2 2 : * 25 * 1 
— — 0 X : | = A 2 * 2 2 * S t q 8 ar n 4 * A SD a 
MII A INC — P _ — ok — 3 7 * ——_—_ 2 r Mo x oi r * n * mg *. ” * 
po. — 2 — _ SIC Rees SAS — TY 9 8 9 
* % g Dc; A * 8 £ * * E N 9 — — * 1 s Lok —— — 
. CK. th. Aa ES ET Re BEI LT » 4 1 * - * — — 2 3 k —_—_— * far - art So re I 2 - — EC 
—— 2 — — — — _ — an 83 . — = . ** — : 8 A 5 £ 8 " 
hy A222 * 2 — ——— ne ES — —— te ns I Rn ES n 
5 * 1 ma : 8 HR ag - whe i, X a 2 
— le . * ; 6 — Wo * - ——— 0 er 4 — — Y r e , 
2 ” Ar aa eres * < . — 1 — 4 — 
SR - Pr, * "EM = * — — Pony * * r 2 7 * e — ac — nh... hy i , = — 


1 
97 1 


n 35 


17 5 
Wi 


A Diſcourſe 


that may befall thee by a man. But thinke alſo of that denotre 
whereunto nature doth bind ther. Thinke of the one, to the 
ende thou bee not offended : and thinke of the other to theende 
thou offend no man. In the Combat there is as much occa⸗ 
ſion to ſtand in feare as in hope. The very appꝛehenſion of fight 
doth trouble a man meruellouſiy. It maketh a man chale and 
fret , it maketh him tremble and quake, it maketh him loke 
pale and wan, it maketh him bluſh and cry out in his imagina⸗ 
tion, to thinke of the blowes he ſhall abide, and ol that which 
hall chance vnto him. 

Caſt not then thy ſelle headlong (ſaith the wiſe man Cleo- 
bulus of India) into danger, but beſoꝛe thou Toft hazard thy 
ſelle, regard the end. andſ& how thou mapſt eſcape it. 


Of the point of honor and reputation. 


Ut mine honcur and reputation, ſaith he, lpeth vpon it: 
B if J goe not out with him into the field, J ſhall be counted 

but a coward. Here the vaine glozp of man, vihich is a 

malady in him naturally and oꝛiginally engrafted, ſheweth 
her ſelfe ſignally, what thee is. Foz (as Epictetus ſaith) man 
bath nothing ol his owne, but the vſe of his ambition, pꝛide, and 
of his other paſſions: a ſtrange caſe. Man is the weakeſt, and 
the moſt miſerable creature of all other, without the feare ol 
God: and pet (as Plinie ſaith) the pzowteſt and the ſulleſt of 
ambition. If thou wouldeſt ſap but vnto thy ſelle, the leaſt 
thought of that which is in thy ſoule regenerated, oꝛ the leaſt of 
that which remaineth pet whole and ſownde in thy nature coz- 
rupted, which cannot altogether be effacedand blotted ont of 
thyne vnderſtanding by ſinne, thou wouldeſt ſatiſfp thy ſelle in 
theſe thinges, and ſap as the Poet: Video meliora, proboqut 
deteriora ſequer i. I ſee the beſt, and allow of it, yet I fol- 
Tow that Eich is vorſt. This vice is naturally roted in vs, 
but let vs amend it by the vſe of reaſon: as Socrates, who con⸗ 
feſſing a fault, that ſome fount in his phiſiognomp, ſayd: It is 
indede my naturall inclination , but J haue cozrecedit by phi⸗ 
lolophp. 


Touching 


of ſingle Combat: 


CTonching the ref, J ſap firſt, that it is great maruell, that 
this point of honoꝛ (which in this place is but a vaine and light 
opinion, inucnted by the Deuil) hath found place among ſo ma⸗ 
ny godand honeſt men, and that Ringes and Pꝛinces allow of 
it: fo2 (no diſpleaſure to their maieſties, and excellencies) they 
wꝛap themſelues in a great contradiction. Fo2 if a man be cal⸗ 
led to the field to fight with another, and kill him, the Ling ſhall 
not ſuffer him to liue, vnleſſe he gine him a pardon: and pet if he 
do not goe to the field, the King ſhall count him a coward, and 
his honour ſhall be thereby enipared, But how can theſe things 
agree 2 Fo2 if he haue done an honourable ac, what nedeth he 
any pardon? 02 if he haue neede of a pardon, what act of honoz 
hath he done? Js not this a plaine contradiction, that if a man 
take the lye of another, oꝛ ſuffer any other iniury, be ſhould by 
and by, by the King, accozding to the deuoir and law ol armes 
be degraded of his nobility and honour: and pet if hee reuenge 
the matter, the ſame king by the ciuill law ſhall inflict vppon 
him ſentence ol death? what a pity is this? Goe to the lawes to 
haue iuſtice fo2 an offence committed againſt thyne hononre, e 
they ſhall tell the that thou diſhonoureſt thy ſelfe.Go to armes 
againſt the lawes, they ſhall tell the , that thou oughteſt to be 
puniſhed by the lawes. What iuſtice is this? what pollicy is 
this: In one and the very ſelfe ſame thing, by and by the lawes 
mult giue place to armes, and by and by armes to the lawes. 
Here map one fully perceiue the inconſtancvof men, concerning 

their ſundꝛv iudgementes and fwliſh fantaſies: much like to the 
Cameleon, which changeth colour in euery place that it com- 
meth vnto: 92 much like the Mone of whom the poets faine, 
that vppon a time ſhe deſired her mother to make her a garmet, 
that might be fit fo2 her, and hanſome foꝛ her bodv. How can 
that bee Dauhhter ſaith hir mother) ſeeing thy body keepeth 
neuer at one ſtate, but it is ſo variable, that it changeth cuery 
day? 

Secondly, thou ſayſt, thync honour is loſt if thou do not go 
but into the ſield to mete thyne enemy. And is not thy conſci⸗ 
ence loſt aiſo, if thou do goe fozth 2 Demoſthenes had a wile 
ſaying; that tie beginning of eucry vertuous act, is conſultation 
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and deliberation, the pꝛogreſſe oꝛ going fozwards,is magnani⸗ 
mity and conſtancie: the end and perfection is pꝛaiſe andhonoz, 
with tranquillity of mynd and conſcience. 

Life inderde is a death, if the honoꝛ oꝛ god name be loſt. But 
thou mayft not take the ſhadow fo2 the body. Thynecrrour 
pꝛecædeth of the tw great foꝛte and vechemence of ſelleloue, that 
thou beareſt to thyne owne tmaginations : as the Pocts faine 
Narcitlus to haue bin rauiſhed with the loue of his owne ſha- 
dow: and ſo was Pygmalion onercome and troubled with the 
impꝛeſſion of an Image of Juoꝛp, that he fell in loue with it, as 
though it had bin aliue. 

Tell me, wilt thou line in honorr : : line then like a god chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian. TW ilt thou make knoweny care thou haſt of thyne owne 
credit, and after this life make thy ſelle famous in the mouth ol 
manp 2 Endcuour then that thy fame flp no farther, then the 
vertue and god repoꝛt thereof be ſpꝛead, and may carry it: and 
that it remaine foꝛ a memoꝛiall and example to the poſterity, to 
be wonne in the feare of God: and do not as Lrogus Pompei- 
us ſpcaketh of one Heroſtratus: ᷑ Titus Liuius of one Mlaan- 
lius Capitolius, who were deſirous of great fame and honour 
loꝛ their naughty derdes. 

Curſed is that honour and fame. Thou miſtakeſt the mat⸗ 
ter in taking diſhonour foz honour: and ſo doth thy poꝛe ſowle 
deceiue hir ſelfe, in imagining and repꝛeſenting to her ſclfe a falſe 
and fantaſticall obiect, cuen ag unſt hir obone conſcience, il ſheꝛ 
would ſap the truth. Foꝛ a ſtaffe be it neuer ſo ſtreight, ſœmeth 
croked in the water: and the ſovnd of a Ti ompet which wee 
thinke is befo2e vs, commeth a quarter of a nule behind vs, by 
the reuerberation of the aire neare vnto a ſoꝛreſt: ſo allo all that 
gliſtereth is not Gold. And vertue alwaics hath the one of his 
two ertreames, with the which ſhe hath moze confo:mitp and 
reſemblance,then with the other: and therekoꝛe the Poet ſapd 
true, That vice doth deceiue vs by the apparence and ſha- 
dow of vertue, Sa then when the queſtion is of the point of 
hononr , we ought not to ſpeake of it, noꝛ eſtimate it after our 
owne iudgement and opinion, but accoꝛding to that which is in 
tt ſelfe, and in it owne naturall. 


Foz 
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Foꝛ that which men imagin foz honour in this reſpect, is like 

the Atomes of Epicurus, the Jdees of Plato, and to the num⸗ 

bers of Pythagoras: which are things to vncertaine, and need 

great diſpute to pꝛoue them. To take this ſo2 honcur, is to fed 

ofthe aire oꝛ of the wind: as thoſe, whom Plutarch repozteth 
to be in a certaine place of India, who haue no mouth at all, 
but leede and nourity themſelues withſmelling ol certaine ſweet. 
odours. There is the name ofthe thing, and the thing it ſelle: 

and the name at the thing is no part ol the thing, noꝛ any part 

of the thinges ſubſtance. The name, is but a voice which doth. 
compꝛehend in it oftentimes that which cannot be attributed to 

the thing. 

Doſt thou call it honour, to do that which God foꝛbiddeth 
ther? is it not thyne honaur to obay God, and thy diſhonour to 
diſobay him? It thy lawfull Pꝛince pꝛohibit thce any thing vp- 
pon iuſt occaſtons , and foꝛ god reaſons, wilt thou not then ſay: 
myne honour bindeth mee not to do it, foz that the Ling hath 
tcommaunded mee the contrary 2 Milt thou then make moꝛe 
account of men then of God: God foꝛbiddeth thee to reuenge, 
and thou ſayſt, th» god name, that is, thyne honour is taken as 
wap, if thou no not reuenge. God fo2biddeth thee to kill thy 
neighbour : and thou ſaieſt, thine honour is loft , if thou do not 
kill him. A maꝛuloſt falſchod, and t:npaſture of thyne owne fw- 
liſh opinion, 

There is nothing moꝛe honoꝛable ſoꝛ a Chaiſtian, then to 
hiole and ke buder his owne paſſions by reaſon, This is no 
diſhandur noꝛ diſcrodit not to bee able to do that which a man 
would. But it is both diſhonour and diſcredite fo be willing to 
do that which a man ought not to be willing ts do: and vet the 
greateſt diſhanour that is, is to doe that which Gad and his 
law:s fo2bid. 

But, ſaith another, they will caſt in my teeth, that J am 
aikeard of death, the luhich waiteth foꝛ me. either there, oꝛ in 
another plate: and I ſhall be eſteemed a very Paoltron and a co- 
Ward, if I ſcke not to reuenge the w2ong that hath bin offered 
me. J anſwere firſt to this, that to put a mans ſeife in no dan; 
ger, where occaſion ol danger is, is - be no wiſer then Pirrho 
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the Philoſophers hogge was, who loked on the whirlewinds 
and tempelt in the ſea , without any wining oꝛ noiſe at all: oz 
elſe to be as wiſeas Pirrlio himſelfe was, whom Laert ius and 
others picture out to be very blunt and blockiſh, ofa bꝛutiſh and 
ſauage lile, xefuſing to liue vnder any law, with ut any vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, who would ſtap till chiriots ranne ouer him, and of- 
fer to caſt himſelle downe headlong from the toppe ol any high 
place. Ageſilas ( as Plutarke repozteth ) was wont to ſay in 
bis pziup deuiſes, that iuſtice was the firſt and chieleſt of all o⸗ 
ther vertues, and that pzowelle was woꝛth nothing, if it were 
not accompanied with iuſtice. 

Ualiancy hath her limits, as other v-rtues haue, the which 
if thou once ouerpaſſe, thou ſhalt ſtraight finde thy ſelle in the 
path of vice. In very deed thou oughteſt not in any wiſe to feare 
death: foꝛ God koꝛbid that we ſhould feare death, which bꝛin⸗ 
geth vs ſo great benefit , that it maketh vs fre from all feare: 
and although it be moſt true, that thou canſt not tell, where it 
attendeth ther, but that thercfoze thou oughteſt to attend it e- 
uery where boldly, without all feare: pet oughteſt not thou to 
runne headlong without any regard of thyne eſtate within the 
compaſſe of his ſickle, noꝛ making way foz thyne anger, to 
runne alter it, and wittingly to bꝛing thy fclfe in danger. Thou 
oughtcſt to waite foꝛ it indeed, but not to pꝛeuent it. zn the firſt 
there is reſolution and courage, in the ſecond temerity and def 
peratneſſe. 

Then they will obiec , ſaieſt thou, that thou art a daſtarde 
and a cowarde. Cowardize indede accoꝛding to the lawes of 
Charondas, dath merit to be puniſhed by ſhame and ignominy: 
pea with death it felle, by the lawes of Greece and ol Rome, 
when it is cauſc of any great pꝛeiudice: as it in warre any caps 
taine ſhould turne his backe to his charge, oz: runne awap the 
ſame time, when the battell is to be giuen. And moꝛeouer il he 
giue vp foꝛ feare any place that is aſſieged, that map by the 
rules of warre be kept well pnough , but it is another matter, 
not to be willing to reuenge any pꝛiuat iniury oꝛ quarrell. That 
ought neuer to be imputed to co ward ines, oꝛ to puſillaninuty, 
pet, thou wlit ſay that ſome will fp, it is. But who is he that 

0 wil 
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will ſay, it is? Den, But what men: not honeſt and vertnous 
men, and ſuch as feare God, but men of this woꝛlde. Enerp 
thing hath in it ſome god 02 euilll, fo2 the which it is eſtermed 
god oꝛ euill. The godnes of euery action is that which pꝛo⸗ 
cœdeth from vertye. The ill contrariwiſe, that which commeth 
from vice. An action then ought to be eſtæmed god and law⸗ 
dable, when it is vertuous: and contrartipiſe euill and blame; 
woꝛthy, when it is vicious: fox there is none other god but 
vertue, and none other euill but vice. In fo much that the ver⸗ 
tue is ſtraitly cammainded by God, and the vice abſolutely de⸗ 
fended · And there is great reaſon why we ſhould eſterm all that 
which God commauntcth god and vertuous, x all that which 
he defendeth euill and vicious without climbing any higher. Foz 
it is he who hath put a differẽce betweene god x bad, betweene 
vertue and vice, and hath engrauen a certaine generall know- 
ledge and notice in the iudgement ol man euer ſince his creatt- 
on. And therekoꝛe it followeth that, that aa is god and vertu- 
ous , becaule it is confoꝛmable to the will of God. And this act 
is cull and vicious, becauſe it is repugnant, and contrary to 
his will. 

Wet then the woꝛld ſpeake hir mind, and make what foliſh 
eſtimation of honour that ſhee will: foꝛ the woꝛlde is impure, 
wicked, and altogether giuen to miſchiele. And therefoꝛe eller 
meth and valuateth nothing, but that which agreeth and reſem⸗ 
bleth altogether with her nature, and doth ſpeake well ofno- 
thing, acco2ding to her thinking, but of that which ſimpathi⸗ 
zeth with her manners of doing. Her reaſon, oz rather appa⸗ 
rence ofreaſon, which ſhe faineth to haue in her ſelle, halteth al 
wayes, is croked many wapes and cleane without all ſquare o2 
tomgaſſe, hauing little truth ioyned with it, oz rather none at 
all: and alwuies, oꝛ foꝛ the molt part, accompanied with lies 
and tales: And is as the leaden inſtrument called egali Lesbia, 

hich map be applyed, and made ſ rue to meaſure any thing 
that a man can denſe. Demetrius was wont to (ap, that he 
made as little accompt ol the woꝛdes ol the ignoꝛant, as her 
did of the wind that commeth from the body: foꝛ what næde a 
man paſſe (ſapth he) what the pꝛattle of the vulgar is, babble 
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they from aboue o2 from below. Let it ſuffice thee to be effee- 
medof God, t of thoſe that feare God, who can iudge of thine 
actions.and of all others by the woꝛd of God: Foz nothing is 
woꝛthp of pꝛaiſe, oꝛ blamewozthp , but that which is appꝛoued 
oꝛ repꝛoued by God. And his iudgement that is not here plan⸗ 
ted and ſetled in Gods woꝛd, de ceiueth him much: and in ſtid of 
true honour bzingeth fo2th to his minde monſters and fantaſti⸗ 
call Chimeres, where nothing is to be had but meere illuſions, 
and lying images of true honour. 


Chapter V. 


Remedies againſt ſingle Combat. 


Etherto wee haue but opened the ſoare: 
J now we mult ſerke ſome remedies foꝛ it, 
Al it it be poſſible. Now the remedies againſt 
Combat in mine opinion ought to be take 


8 >| goucrnours, and ciuill Magiſtrates. As 
= =) fo: pꝛiuate men, we know there are ſome 
7 active, and of ſuch a boyling nature, and ſuch that loue quar⸗ 
reling and bꝛawling ſo well, that at the perill oſ their obne ſal⸗ 
uation, they vtterly contemne the vſe of all vertues, which helpe 
ts bꝛidle and moderat the boyling foꝛce of their immoderat paſ- 
fions . As it is repoꝛted of a certaine fellow, that would not 
haue his phiſition to take away the alteration of his Feuer, to 
the end he might rot lofe the great pleaſure he toke in danking 
and bez: ling. T his opinion that a man hath commeth from a a 
ſauage humour, vigrant without any d2idle oꝛ ſfay in his ſpi⸗ 
rit, who hath none other ſtirring and mouing in it ſelle, but e⸗ 
uen as the ſenſes and humours ol the body cary him. But as 
he that loucth the health ol his bodve, being in perfect health, 
doth take great pleaſure to pꝛactiſe the rule t regimtt of health, 
that pᷣ ſkilfull phiſition pꝛeſcribeth him, ta 5 end, that he might 
keepe and maintaine himſelfe long time in health: cuen ſo har 
ar... that 
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that he that loueth that his ſoule be well reigled and gonerned, 
and he that hath well oꝛdered and guided it, as a man vertuous 
t wiſe doth take great delight in the pꝛecautions and meanes 
that he hath learned, to pꝛeſerue and kepe it from falling inta 
vice. 
J ſay then to pꝛiuate men, that make pꝛofeſſion ol armes, 

that they baniſh out of their hart all ambition and pꝛide. Foz 
this plague is the onely cauſe of quarrelling and bzawling : foꝛ 
as a certaine Romane ſaid, it is the nature and pꝛoperty of the Planchus 
ambitious man to contemne men ol fimple and lowe eltate, to ties 
enuy thoſe ol higher and greater condition, and to agree and liue Ci 
in charity with none of his equals, men of as god quality ass 
himlſelfe . Let pꝛiuat men then be purged and cleane void of this 
vice of ambition: let them bee merke, curteous and gentle to- 
wards euerp man, and in no wiſe opiniatrous noꝛ quarrellous. 
Let them be carefull to keepe vnity and concoꝛd of mind, by the 
band of peace: let them do nothing by ſtrife oꝛ vaine gloꝛy: but iy was 
in humility of hart let enerymanthinke better of another then 
of himſelfe . Let them be charitable , fo2 charity ſwelleth not. Rom, 12. 10 
Let them put the Salt of diſcretion in their wo2des, and weigh : Cor. 13.4. 
them well befoze they vtter them. Let them liue in god ami- Col. 4. 6. 
ty and bꝛotherly charity one with another: foꝛ as the Oꝛatour Saluſt in 
ſayth, Concozd maketh litle thinges grow and encreaſe, and Iugur 
diſcoꝛd plucketh all quite vp by the rote, and baingeth by and 
by great and mighty thinges to naught: and in this concoꝛd, as : 
faith our ſauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt conſiſteth the pꝛeſeruation not Mat. 12.25. 
onely of whole families, cities pꝛouinces and earthly kingdoms, 
but alſo of the Church which is the houſe and family of God. 

And becauſe the deuill is very ſubtill to ſow diſientions among 
men, let them not moue themſelues lightly one againſt another, 
foꝛ euery (mall wꝛong oꝛ iniurp that is offered them. Let them 
be patient, ready to foꝛgiue, and ready to ſuffer w2ong and in⸗ 
fury, without any deſire oꝛ thirſt of reuenge, becauſe they are 
Chꝛiſtians, and ought to followe the example our ſauiour Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt. Oꝛ if the woꝛſt fall out, let them haue recourſe ta 
their ſuperiours, and pꝛoſecute their right by ſuch wap of iuſtice 
as is gzdained foz them by God: alwaies pꝛouided, they do it 
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Rom. 13.3, 
Pet. 3.14. 
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not to ſeeke any vengeance , and pꝛetend not to vle the Bagiſs 
trate , as an inſtrument to execute their wicked will, Foz it is 


the deuoire of the Bagiſtrate to pꝛeſerue the honour and god 


name of bis ſubiectes , as well as their gods and liues, as wit⸗ 
ncllcth the holy Scripture. 

See here is the ſumme of that J had to ſay of the firſt reme- 
die ol Combat concerning the part of pziuat men. The ſecond 
remedp toucheth Pꝛinces and Rulers, It is, that they imploy 
their authoꝛity to take ſome ſperdie oꝛder fo2 this dangerous 
miſchiefe. It is euidently ſeene, that the pleaſure that diuers 
take, their nonchallancy, fault of knowledge, and lacke of con ⸗ 
ſcience hath cauſed them to grant this exceſſe to great fighters 
and fray-· makers, to let them put in a fote with them, to holde 
them vp by the chinne, and to haue ſecret intelligence with thẽ 
in the pꝛactiſe of this combating: ſo that the ſuperiour gouer⸗ 
nours haue of purpoſe giuen ouer their authoꝛity to the inleri⸗ 
our magiſtrates, becauſe they would not vſe it in this matter 
their owne ſelues: and the inferiour haue v{urped this licence to 
abuſe the ſwoꝛde of iuſtice, in treading vnder fixte the right ol 
their ſuperiours. 

It is then firſt of all nerdfull that Ringes and ſoueraigne 
Pꝛinces bꝛidle their ſubtects, fo2 their benefyte and godincom- 
mon, and that they make ſtrait decree vppon this matter, ac⸗ 
coꝛt ing to law and iuſtice, foꝛbid vpon gricuous paines this ex⸗ 
ceſſe of ſingle Combat, ſo vſuall nowe adaies: and that they 
cauſc pꝛoclamations to be made th2ough all places of their dos 
minions. to the ende no man p2etende hereafter any excuſe oz 
cauſc ol ignoꝛance: oꝛ if they haue once ſo done already, pet 
that they do it not once againe, ⁊ commaund all their Officers, 
t namelp all their chiefe Captaines of war to lay their handes 
to the execution of this their oꝛdinance. Il they do thus, they 
ſhall deſerue great commendations, and honour , doing much 
fo: the benefyte in common ö 

Plutarcke pꝛaiſeth Flaminius, foꝛ that hee being boꝛne ta 


commaund , knewe not onely how to commannde accoꝛding to 


the lawes, but alſo the lawes themſelues, when common neceſs | | þ 
fity ſhculdrequire, And who doubteththen, but honelt x vertu, 
A 6:18 
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of ſingle C on bat. 67 
ople do pꝛaiſe our Kings and 22inces,wht n fo2 the conv 
mon vtility and the benefitC in publike,thev hail coun aunde SL 
accoding to true lawes and inſtice, againſt that which is falls \ JR 
ainſt all reaſont armen the law ar deudire of warre, \ 


mbat? 

w, that as Chꝛiſtian PUNCLS, and ſuch as are ſurni- 
vers about them fit fo2 their dignities, diſcourſe 
1 and pubuinly there ſhall fall out any 
matter to be difcided by combat, againſt the combat blaming 
| oathat they do nat alem in 
p wi duch thing fo2 thoſe that make 
p2ofeſſion of armes, to thinke that their reputation, their va 

tour , their noblenes, their r olution, their Kowtnc 
andi nt of their honour conſiſteth in this 


and in ſumme 

uwleſſe and wicked pꝛactiſe of ſingle comb at. 

the other ſhall knowe and vnderſtand fully their opinion in the 
illi © vnto them to hee of the ſame 


there ariſe any rife o: 
ne as they call, they ſeeke to appeaſe it and ik they can 
ili il 


talen further ave allemblin ter nũber 9 
taines that keare ad: loꝛ there is n difference, bee it neuer (9 16 
gat, but among Chꝛiſtians by the woꝛd of God t g lawes N 11 
and d well pnougi) without euer com⸗ ö . 
bid: 1 
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e | 70 1 A Diſtou?” 3 
„ know that Apothicary wngges hanelittlevigouite;; when they 
1 . are taken pleaſantly and with a ſweet taſt. The eſtectes hereof 
. in tyme ſhall ſhew themlſelues to be pꝛafitable and holeſoine, if 
168 it pleaſe God to further and bleſſe them. Then 3 beſech S 
Tl: that they take ſome cffec and dærpe rote in the harts of the rea- / 
. ders whichmake pꝛoleſſion of armes, and abuſe the lawfully * 
* ſage thereof: : as ſometime it did in p hart of Polemon, a pong, 
k Ucentions and vnruly Greeke , who by chance going to heare 
14 but one god leſſon ofa Philolopher,, with the knowledge and 
i learning that he b:ought awap,vppon a great ſodaine changed 
118 inn amerded his ſomter le wd life wherein he had lo long beſaze | 
20-85 | continued. But toGodabonebe all lawdable beginning 
[i all god p;occeding, and all happy ending and to 
5 8 p, might,and po⸗ 
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| AN IMPEACHMENT- :, 


i 
* 


| 


. 
* 


HIGH TREASON 


0!iver Cromwel, and his Son in Law Henry Ireton Eſquires, late Members of the late 
forcibly diflolved Houſe of Commons, preſented to publique view; by Lieutenant Co- 


lonel I obn Lilburn cloſe Priſoner in rhe Tower of London, for his real, true and zea- 


lous affections to the Liberties of his native Country. - f 


1 
In which following Diſcourſe or Impeachment, he engagetli upon his life, 
either ur on the principles ot Law (by way of indiftment, the only and alone tegal{ way Fa 
rry-ls in England) or upon the principles of Parliaments ancient proceedings, or | 
upon the principles of reaſon (by pretence of which alone they lately took away the 
Kings life) before a legal Magiſtracy, when there ſhal be one again in 

' England (which now in the leaſtthere is nat) to prove the ſaid 0 ) 
over Crom wel guilty of the higheſt Treaſon that ever was acted — 
in England, and more deſerving puniſhment and death — | 
Then the 44 Judges hanged for injuſtice by King Alfred before rhe Conqueſt 3 or then 
the Lord chief Juſtice Wayland and his aftociates tormented by Edw. 1. Or, then Judg 
Thorpe, condemned to dye for Bribery in Edw.3. time; Or, then the wo diſ-threned! 
Kings Edw 2. and Rich. 2. Or, then the Lord chief Juſtice Feſillian, (who had His 
throat cut at Tyburn as a Traitor in Rich. 2. time, for ſubverting the Law) and all his aſſo- 
ciates; Or, then thoſe two grand Traytorly ſubverters of the Laws and Liberties of 
England, Empſon and Dudley, ho therefore as Traytors loſt their heads upon Tower- 
hill in the beginning of Henr. 8. raign 3 Or, then we us Cardinal ey, who 
after he was arreſted of Treaſan,poyloned himſelf; Or, then the late trayterous 
S$hip-Menzy Judges, who with one Verdict or Judgment deſtroyed all our propertie 3 
Or, then the late trayterous Biſhop of Canterbuiy, Eart of Strafford, Lord-Keeper 

Fin. h, Secretary VVindebanch, or then Sir George Rarcliff, or ali his Aſfociates; Oc. 
then thetwo Hothams, who loſt their heads tor.correſponding with the Queen, &c. 
O:,then the late K ng Carli whom themſelves have beheaded for a Tyrant and ta; to- 


In which are alſo ſome Hints of Cautions to the Lord FarRFax, for 
abſolutely breaking his ſolemn Engagement with his ſouldiers, &c. to take head and to 
regain his loſt Credit iu acting honeſtly in time to come; in helping to ſettle the 
Peace and Liberties of the Nation, which truly, really, and laſtingly can 
never be done, but by eſtabliſhing the principlcs of the Agreemeun of the Free. 

People; that being really the peoples intereſt, and all the 

reſt that went before, but particular and telv ſh. ö 


In which is alſo the Authors late Propoſition ſent to Mr Helland, June 26. 1649. to 
juſtifie and make good at his utmcſt hazard (upon the principles of Scrtt re, Law, Reaſon, and the 
Parliamenes and Armies avcient Declaration, ) his late actions er wiitings in any or all his Books. 


— 


ler. 5. 26, 27, 8,29. For among my peoyle are found wicked ''en they He in wait as he that ſetteth ſnaves , 
they ſet a trap, they catch men. Asa cage u f' | ef Birds, ie are their houſes F I of decent ; 
thzrefore they are become great, ard waxen rich. Thcy are waxen fat, they ſhine; yea they everpays 
the deeds of the wicked; they j dg not the cauſe, the cauſe of th Fatherleſs, yer they preſper; aud the 
right of the needy doe they not Jig. Shall I not vifit for the/e thingt, fauth the Lord ? Shall ne: 
my ſoul be aterged of ſich a Nation a# thu ? | 


—— 
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